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LIFE Update

2003 saw huge progress [n
Colllie*s EU LIFE-Fundad
project, Restoring Active Blankat
Bog in Irefand. Caraline Whits,
one of the members of the
Calllte LIFE Team reporis...

Progress on our bog restoration
prejact (LIFEC2 MATARL/E420) has
bean very sallstpctony during 2003,
Two succasshul awdits by EL
officiala/consultants ook placa
during the year, tha 18l prograss
repor has been submilted ko
Brus=sels, and mumerous
nakworking visils entertained rom
other gimilar projects, Speciic
2003 achievernants ane oullined
below.

2003 Operational Progress

® Woark has now bagun on all of
tha 14 siles

& Commarcial ielling conduclad on
55 haclares

& Mon-commaercial felling of 240
hectares compésied

# Falling and chipping of six
hecteres complaled. The
majority of the ariginal
progrumme hera will have 10 be
comgleted undar non-
commencial felling due i access,
tarrain and cost ssues wilh
regand lo chipping

® Drain biocking instalied on 110
hectams, using plastic piing
matorial, A irinl anos wheng
machinge blocking will lake place
is also scheduled

& Fancing aracted on 218 hactares

#® Regeneration clearsd on 59
hactares

2003 Communications

® Land Managers rining colnse =
2 complated in Mayo Fiils

® Project Website up and running,
linkod wilh tha Graduats
Treasure Trail (reland's
Essential Student Gulde)

@ Brochures disiribuéed io 8 cross
gection of organisalions such aa
- NPWSE (Mational Parks and
Wildlite Slal), Fodest Service,
Schools, Tree Councl of inphand,
lrish Peatiand Conservalion
Councl, Socisty of lish
Foresions, Aural Environmant

Preteclion Schema
represantatives, Coillle
Contractors/Suppliers logather
with othas stakeholders in lha
FMUs whare the siles s
located,

® Media Publicity was widespread,
with & numbser of aficlas
insenad in local papars, Coillte
Coniacl, Society of Insh
Foraaters nawslatiar,
Environmantal magazines, irish
Timber & Forasiry Magazine sic.
Cur links with the Graduate
Treasure Trall gained publicity in
“Tha Daily Star® and on 2FM.
Several radio inforiews were
hatld on environment
programmes and local rado,
The LIFE team are imobsed in
ongoing networdkdng. Par of the
Project Group attended (ha
Scottish Anised Bog
Conderance, and exchange visits
from odhar groups (o our project
also ook place,

&8 Tha consinuclion of ang
Boardwalk was compleled af the
Slieve Blooms site, and
planning Is in progress for a
lurther two (Eskeragh and
Croaghonagh}. Signs
acknowledging EU LIFE funding
have begn areclad on
Demaonstration sites.,

Forward Plans

Plans for 2004 inchsda conlinulng
work on feliing, drain blocking,
fencing and other oparational
aclions. Communications aclions

will continue with the formal laaench
the profect, visits by alher project
groups to see our work, further
irdining coursas for [and manegers,
bog walks io coincide with
inemational bog day in July, and
quodes baing sowght lo enect
intarpratative signege on the
damonstration sites,

A very successiul project
managemant group (PME) meating
and field day was held on Srdidih
February 2004 in the Mayo area.
Thase who attended the fleld day
twtiich concanlraled on three siles -
Bellaveony, Eskaragh and
Cweniragh) wore project site
managers (Seamus O'Connor and
Joa McEvay), stail from the NPWS
lngather with local contracion Saan
Cosgrove who oullined soms work
being completed, Prasent also was
the project conlrac ecolaglst and
slaff from Minerex wha are
complating a study on "groundwalar
fushes® on the Shameodahan site.
The Chairman of the PMG
exprassed his congratulations to all
(hase involved in the project 1o date
&nd commanted on the excalient
wark and progress so far.

Oiher highlights during 2004 will ba
repeat visils by EU officials /
consultants, and the subméssion of
the project interdim repor at the
halfway stage naxi July,

The project began in July 2002 and
will fnish in Junae 2006

Caroline White

(5
w. H

B

mmmmmﬂ,wmwn




Coillte Newsletters Junc 04, Stakeholder Field Days Page 1 of |

Stakehnlder Field Days

During 2004, we hope to hold three field days for our stakeholders. The
first of these days will take place on Tuesday 6th July in the Slieve Bloom
Mountains. Participants will be taken to see an EU funded Life-Nature
Blanket Bog Restoration project, a People's Millennium Forests site, and
areas of biodiversity including an B0-year old stand of Sitka spruce. Lunch
will be provided.

If you would like to attend this field day please register by sending an
email to patricia.flanagan@coillte.ie or by phoning 0502-21617 or 086-
B098598. J

Back to Newsletters

© 2005 Coillte

Subscribing
You can subscribe to our newsletter by using this link.

Unsubscribing
This newsletter is only being sent to our customers and subscribers. If you

would rather not receive any further newsletters from us please use this
link for unsubscribing. We will then remove you from our mailing list
with immediate effect.

You can forward the link to this newsletter to anyone else who you think
might be interested, just use this link to forward by email and fill in their
email address and send.
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Corlte is also assising the 15C in the develapment
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EU LIFE-Matyre Projects

hﬂmhﬂmaﬁmm‘m}m
hdahmmﬂnﬂ'mdﬂuﬂa

Coillte Annys| Repors & AEEounts 3004

Forest Protectian
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COILLTE ENTER PRISES

Coilte Enterprises manages a pertioho of

businesses based on the: Group's assets and

skills and inclidas:
Phﬁﬁgﬂﬂmmmnmm
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Timberjack Ireland Ltd., Timberjack (UK) Ltd.,
Ballyknocken, Glenealy Uinit & Grove Industrial Estate

Co. Wicklow Castleside, T' b - k

Tel: 0404 44969 Consett, IITI El'jac

Fax: 0404 44972 Ca, Durham. A John Deere Compary

Ed Power: 087 2542570 Tel: Q044 1207 583610
|
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Forest Strategy Review Update

Peter Bacon and Associales, the consublants appointed by the
Mindster for Agriculiure and Food, M. Joe Walsh TD, in carry oul
u shaly of forestry policy i Ireland, held a public nformation
meeting in (he Tullamore Court Hotel en Wednesday Tih April
2004

M Peter Becon, Me Kevin Honnigan and Mr. Henry Phillaps
represenied ifse consuliams at the well altended meeiing which was
advertised in some naticnal media

[harireg the meeting the consulinnis made o presentation catlining
how they would approach the review. A lively debate and question
ool smswer sessian followed the presentaiion.

The consulianis. obso welcomed writien submissiors from
interegied parties. While not seiting o deadline for receipl of
submissions they mdicaled that they fully intended 1o present the
final report io the Minister by September

Spenking to Mr Beacon recently, he made it very clear (hm
anyone who wishes 1o have input into the repant must make a
written submission, I appears unlikely that Mr Bacon and
Associnbes will be consalting direcily with the variom saketiolders

in the farestry secios,

Email: peter bacon@esailink.com or
petercafferkeyi@apriculture. povie

€4.2M Restoration Project

Me. Jom Whalsh, Minisiar for
Agriculiure and Food, has
launched Ireland's largest bog
risioralion project al
Eskeragh, Co. Mayo.  Coillls
have bean working on this
£4.2 million restoration project
since 2002, restoring M4
bogtand sias. most of which
am locaied i the Wesi of
Iraland,

Bogs or peallands am rch
and diversa watlands 1hat
reprasont a valuadle
anvironmental resource and
Ireland’s bogs are among the
richest in Eurcpe. Many of
our rare  and threalaned
specws g associaled wilh
bogs, Including marlin, oflar,
red grouse, dragonfly, and
mosses and lichens, As
wollands fhat accumulate
peal over thousands of years,
intact bogs also have & very
importand role to play in
féducing giobal warming,
becuse thay act as a carban
slara,

Bogs odginally coversd
vasl areas of lreland and.
ovar tha yaars, thess bogs
provide iImportant sourcas ol

fuel &nd emgloyment for local
communifies. |n the 1870

e 1880, faresiry
plantsllons ware establishad
on many bogs, with @ view to
dariving further income fram
hess draas. The resdl of al
of theas landuss activitlas i

A

thid maost of our bogs have
been hugely altered by
drainage (i.e. drying out), peat
removal antior forest growsh.
They are no longer the
walland hebitats they onca
wedg, Today, il is increasingly
recognised that any
remaining bogs - especially
thosa thal have nol dried ol -
hawve very high environmenial
valws @i should bae
consarved as wellands.
Furthermose, some of lhe
arsas lhat ware planted with
loresl have nol dried ol and
should be restored 1o thair
ohginal condilion as welland
habiiats. Coillla has idenlified
over 1,200 hectares of ils
proparties Be on pealiands
thet hawve the polential to be
resfored. [Colllte consulted
wilh Mallonal Parks and
Wildlife on the selsction af
sultable siles for restoration, ]
Speaking at the launch,
Marlin Lowery, Coillle Chiaf
Exzecutive sald “Maiure
Conservalion s & wvery
Imporient pan of forest and
land managemen| and Coillis
i delighled io receive [unding
from the EU LIFE-Malure
Frogramma io camy out this
project”. The Project is joinly
fundad by Colllie and DG
Enviionment under the EL
LIFE-Nature Programme and
will nuan wndil 2008,

S e —

COFORD SUPPORTS NEW PROJECT!

COFORD i recently Maabised
negetiations Wil & mumber of
research feams on 4 number of

Reinforced Polymer
Timbers
This prefect is led by Dr

Annette Harte, MNational
University of lIreland,
Galway,

Timber is a very attractive
canstruction material for
many reasons. It Is @&
renewakble FESOUrce,
racyciable, rilativaly
inexpensive and has an
excalient strength to welght
ratio. It is Blzg
architecturally attractive,
possesses excellent
thermal properties and Is
resistant to meny of the
chemicals destructive to
stesl and concrete,
However, wood alza
pogsessas weaknesses as a
construction matersl, such
o5 anisatropy,
inhomogeneity and wide
variations in mechanical
properties. The use of lrish
grown Sitka spruce in the
construction Industry i
limited mainly bo low losd
applications due to its
strength and  stiffness
values,

In order for this species to
be used more widely, its
structural properties must
be enhanced. This may be
achieved by reinforcing
with a stiffer material, Steel
reinforcement has been In
use for & considerable
period of time but this
technology has limitations
including the resulting
increase In weight af the
structure and the

suscaptibllity to eorrosio
In recent thmes, there hs
been considerable intere
in the uze of fibn
reinforced plastics (FRP:
for the enhancement of t
structural pedfarmance
timbers. Advantages
FRPs Include theér low
welght, ease of handlin
and corroslon resistanc
Tha appllcation of th
Innovative technalogy 1
local wood species hz
been the subject of muc
research, particularty in th
US @nd bo a lesser extent |
Europe.

The applicatisn af FR
technology ko th
enhancement af th
structural parformance
Sitkea spruce opens U
considerable opportunitic
for the more widesprea
use of this materal. Th
primary objective of th
project i to examine th
feasibility of a number ¢
different  reinforcemer
materials and geametrd
configurations fc
increasing the structur
performance of Irfish grow

Sitka spruce woode
beams. As a result |
axpeErimental an
numerical studier

recommendations will b
produced on the mo:
appropriate FRPs an
adhesive products for ws
with this timbe
Recommendations on th
optimum  procedures o
producing FRP reinforce
beams will alse be includec
This project will run fie
three vears and §s largel
being funded through a
Irish Research Counc

grant, with additboni
support from COFDRE
Colllte anmd am WU

Millennium Research grant

o TTTTESTRTIT IS i

The Birds and the Trees - the ECO-UNESCO

& ENFO Young Environmentalist Awards 2004

Tha senior winning team from Colaiste Mulre in Ennis was
awarded the environmental pramisr wward far their work 1o
Sonsarve iree spacies in the Ennls locallly. Thair project,
entilled "Planting for the Fulun® surveyed trees planted 14
¥aars 850 in Ennis town and raised sponsorship 1o replenish
trea numiers and species in the lown and local schoals.
The group highlighted the imporance of traas in their locality
by taking to the streels of Ennls to sall trees to the public on
Valenling's Day, with the slogan *Pland a Trea far Your Loved

Onal®
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BUrosite Agenas EoES I Ui L

- -— Nature Events / Evinements Nature mhﬁ?ﬁ
= =E =)
L SeEt iy

d\ Mlm-—:muaﬂm I'h b
puwﬂm Axfoml ol
Country / Pays: |Anywhere | Tous les pays |
Themes / Thémes: _
Natura 2000 - Green Days / Natura 2000 - Green Days =]

Category / Categorie: [All calegories | Toules les calégories |

ARter [ aprés; [01 _:"_Di ~1[2004 =] and before / et avant: [31 _=][12 ~j2004 -]

Including the word/ [ncluant je mot: |
Matching event{s) / Evdnemets correspondunts 1 (1-10 ) parmd 20
¥ilith Genaral Assembly Friends of the Date:
Countryside - Meta Cork (REL) 20/05/2004
Réunions / Meetings - Natura 2000 - Grean Contact:
Days / Natura 2000 - Green Days fes@friendsofthecountryside net
Biodivarsity Day, Clara Dromore Wood Nature
Reserve, Ruan, Co. Clars Date: 227052004
(IRL)
Réunlons / Mestings - Natura 2000 - Green Contact;
Days / Natura 2000 - Green Days ekeepaniciarecors. je
At Eskeragh Life
Demonstration Site, Data: O3/06,/ X004
Crossmolina, Co. Mayo (IRL)
Réunions / Meetings - Natura 2000 - Green Contact:
Days [ Matura 2000 - Green Days carpline, white@coilite, ja
Gunided Hill Walk (5 hours) Glenveagh Mountains .
Sorties de berrain / Walks - Natura 2000 - Green s
Days / Natura 2000 - Green Days Contact: falcom@duchns.is

Studying Elusiva Animals - otters stoats Wicklow Mountains Mational Park  Dabe:
and pipe martins {IRL) 10/06/2004
Conférences / Talks & Conferences - Natura

Contact:
ﬁ - Green Days / Natura 2000 - Green oy, cationcentrewickion @duchas.ie
Gulded HIll Walk (5 haurs) Glenveagh Mountains g
National Park (IRL) Date: 11/06/2004
Sortles de terrain / Walks - Natura 2000 - Green 3
Days / Natura 2000 - Green Days Contact: talcorn@duchas.le

Wicklow Mountalns National Park Dake:
{IRL} 17706/ 2004

Contact:

Conférences / Talks & Conferences - Natura

900 < Days { Natura 2000 - Green ¢ qycationcentrewicklow Bduchss.le

hitp:/fwww.eurosite-nature.org/bin/agenda/r. phpTt=c&pays=IRL&theme=0& categorie=2%" . 08/06/2004
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Titla / Titre: "A Celebratory Launch” - Restoring Active Blanket Bog in Irela
Date: 03/06/2004
Place / Lieu; At Eskeragh Life Demonstration Site, Crossmolina, Co, Mayo
Country / Pays: IRL
Thema / Théme: Natura 2000 - Green Days / Natura 2000 - Green Days
stegory / Categorie: Réunlons / Meetings
Organizer / Profect Group Committes
Organisateur:
Tal: 00353719162663
Fax: 00353719143014
emall: caroline.white@coljite. ie
Web address J ﬂ htkp:/ferww. Irishbogrestorationnroject. ie
1

Comments on the This launch is to celebrate the work which has been completed to date on "Restoring
vant / Descriptif de Active Blanket Bog in Ireland” - Project No: LIFEOZ NAT/IRL/8490. The Minister far
r'événement: Agriculture - Mr. Joe Walsh TD. will officiate at this event. All stakeholders and m
For further Carolinge White - PR/Administration Mgr.
information, please
cantact (name) /
*our dio plus amples

For further caroline.white@coilite.ie
infermation, please
contact (email}) /
Tpur de plus amples
Informations, mearcl
e contacter (email):

tp-/fwww eurosite-nature org/bin/agenda/r php?D=1294 0R/06/2004
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Minister launches
Bog Life

Mr. Joa Walsh, Ministar for
Agricullure and Food, launched
iraland's kangest bog reatoration
project o Eskaragh, Co. Mayo an
«funa 3rd 2004, Colle hawe baen
wiodking an this £4.2 million
restoralion project since 2002,
nestanng 14 bogland sfes, most of
which are Jocated In the Wasl of
ireland, Spaaking al the launch,
Ministar Jos Walsh sald *Coillla’s
LIFE-Malure Project is the first of
its kind in Iraland to be nun by a
key MNatura 2000 tand-ownar and
siakeholder. The demonstration
site at Eskeragh will provide a
focass for raleing public awaraness
el the major habilal restoration
prafect being carried out by Caillte
on ovaf 1,200 hetianes of blanke!
bog mainly along the westam
seaboand”,

Bogs or peatfands o rch and
divarsa wallands thal represant a
valueble amiranmontsl resource
and lraland's bogs are among tho
richest In Europe, Many of our
rifa and threaboned spacias are
associaled with bogs, Including
mdiin. ofier, red grouse,

dragonlly, and mosses and
lichens. As wellands that
acowmulate peat over thousands
of years, intact bogs also have a
vary Important rohe (o play In

reducing global warming, because
thiy acl as a carbon stone.

Bogs originally covared vast araas
of Iraland and, over Iha years,
thesa bogs provide Imponani
sources of fusl and employment
bor focal communitiea, in he
18708 and 1580s, fonestry
plantations were established on
many begs, with a view o derlving
further Income from thesa areas.
Thia result of all of these landusa
activites is tht most of our bogs
have baan hegaly alterad by
drainage {Le. drying out), paat
remaval and'or [snas! growth.
Thay are no longer the walland
habifats thay once wera. Today, i
is increasingly recognised that any
remalning bogs, especially thoze
thil have not driad out, have vary
high emdranmantl value and
shouid ba congerved a3 wallands.
Furtharmona, some of the aneas
ihat were planted with lorest have
ol dried oul and should be
restoned bo thalr odginal condition
as welland habilats, Colllte has
idaniifiad over 1,200 hectares ol
peatlands on its estale thal have

Biocking 4 drain at the site in Eskeragh bianks! beg. Al the lsunch of Coila’s

EU-LIFE Nature Blankat Bog Prefect were (lef! io right) Minisier Joe Waish,
Brendan McKenna (Chairman, Coilte), and Martin Lowery

tha potantial io be restored. Tha
restoration work casred oul undar
this project includes: blocking
drains to re-flood the bog and
recresls wakland condilons,
ramave planied frees and natwmally
regeneraling braes onto the bog,
and fencing o exclude grazing
animals.

The Site al Eskeragh ls ane of (v
demaonstration sites lor tha project
and work thene Is well sdvanced,
this includes removal of the treas,
drain Blocking, waler level
monitoing and boardwalk
congdruction for viewing the sito.
Many groups from the UK and
Scolland have visiled this site and
are impressed with progress which
is obvious due lo the pressnca of
characterislic bog vegetation
espocialy bog collon and masses,
Similar progress has been made al
st of tha 13 othar sites, v

wiww.Irishbogresorationproject ke
for datails.

This bog restoration project is ono
of many inltatives that Colllta Is
curnently undertaking &s pan of it
Mature Conservation Programme
which was iniliated in 1888
Speaking af the launch, Martin
Lowary, Colla Chiel Executive
said “Mature Consenvation is a
very iImganrant part of forest and
land management and Coillle is
dalighied o recaive funding Irem
the EU LIFE-Maturs Programmea 1o
camy aul this projeci®. Tha Projec
I joinily funded by Coillle and DG-
Environment under the EU LIFE-
Nabsra Programme and will nmn
imiil 2006, Tha EU LIFE-Natuna
Programme was launched in 1991,
to contribule to the implemantation
ol EU nature protection leglslation
and in particular the establishment
of the ‘Matura 2000° networks of
gites for the conservation of
Ewope’s mos! remarkabla fiors
and faxma. A Ewopean
Commission spokasman said that
the Commission was very pleasod
to be associnted with & project of
this typs in Ireland.

Caraling While
Cilatihna Parker




“Winners" through
EU LIFE-Nature
Blanket Bog Project

Collite, through their jointy-lunded
EU LIFE-Nature "Restoring Active
Blankat Bog” project, Is supparting
and & involved In 8 schools
educalional programma, called The
Gradusfe Tragsure Tral

What Is the Graduste Treasurs
Trall?

The Gradusie Treasura Trall on-line
Quilz is gdmed al primary and
sacondary level stludents (hroughouwt
Itiland. Tha purposa of the guiz is
o promola civic awarsnass,
research politics, environment, EU
Aflairs, health and safaty, the lish
language, government senvices and
improwe IT shilis,

How does it work?

Esch institutlan, of which Coillle |s
cng, involvad in the project,
cevalops 36 questions aboul tha
information on thair websis, n this
casa gur EL LIFE-Malure Resioring
Aclive Blenkal Bog wabsite. These
ara then suppliad o the Graduaba
ard will Peadura In the weekly quiz.

The quiz s published onling on
www.graduatabs for 36 weaks
munfing. Every guestlon has & link
to the relavant instifution websits
end studands must road tha
instittion’s websia matacial 1o find
the answer to the questions. Far
Coillte’s Blanke! Bog project, ihis
his the bonal of ensuring
students resonrch thair answers
and while doéng this gain
awaraness of whal the objectives
and gims of the project ane.

Presentation Ceremony

Caroline Whila, FRIADminisraion
Manager of tha Collle LIFE
Projoct, alended the "Graduate
Preseniation Caremony” on April
24th 2004, in the Regaency Holel,
Dudblin and presented o vouchor
for DELL IT aguipment io studanl
Jang OHara on behall of ihis
jolnily hundad EU LIFE-Nalure
profect between Coilto and DG-
Emvironmeant. Colllle’'s
invalvament in the "Graduata
Treasura Trail* his ensured
exiensive coverage for the project
on both national radio (2FM-Rick
Or'Shea show) and newspap
{Irish Dhaily Star).

Caraling White

Student Jans O'Hara, Ursuling Collage, Sigo recalving a voucher for DELL IT
aquipmant which she won for her school framy Mz Carodine White,
repreaaniing & jaintly funded Nalure Consenvation Prafeet behwean Coilife and
EU DG - Emdronment. This praject focuses on resforing active blanke! bog in
frofand. Jane aiso won a fres injp to the Europaan Parfament in Strasbourg
wihich was sponsoned by the Ewopaan Pariiament’s Dubiin office.
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Coillte
Landscaping
construct
Sustainable Trail
for Killarney
Mational Park

Coillla Landscaging division moved
into a new area ol environmental
activity when thay wan the tender 1o
constniel & sustainable mowntaln
path to the summit of Tare Mounlain
[535 m) in Kilamay Mallanal Park
lor tha MNational Perks and Wikdiife
Sarvice (NFWS),

Mountain lootpath eroséon ls a
grawing problam in refand &8 mom
walkars ke io the hills 1o onjoy the
moundain scamnany and sense o
solifude. Tha NPWS and volunboar
organisations such as Maounlaln
Muitheal, which grew oul of Coille’s
awn Meitheal, have lor tha tast

Airlifting rallway slsapers lor the
oo walk




Land Managers
get out on the
bogs!!

On a beautilul sunny Wednesday
last May, & number of Collte land
managars ook io the bogs of Co.
Mayo. The occasion, & LIFE
Project Land Managars Tralning

EOurse.

i T Course was organised by
Caroline Whita, and was givan by
Catherine O'Connall, Chisd
Exacutlve af fha Ifah Peatland
Consamvalion Council (IPCC), Tha
IPCGC s an indapendani
consanation charily, which was
esiablished i 1982 io campaign
for the consenvabion of Bving intact
frish bogs and peatiends a5 part of
Ireland’s herilaga. Thedr
congarvirlion work includes,
purchasing bogland nalure
reserves, providing resources and
training for teachers and education
groups, repairing and restoring
darnaged bags, and fostedng a
posiiive aftiluds lowards bogs.
Coillte was dalighted 1o salze tha
opportunity b work togather with
tha IPCC on thés very worlhwhile
courss. A eross-saation of land
managers from & number of Areas
within tha company attended.

Tha cowrsa involved & slide show
on banket bog formation, ecology,
ficra, fauna and threats 1o
conservation. All parlicipants ihan
had the oppordunity of using a
BOBWATCH Rowar dial {a tool to

help identily key bog Bora) 10 sea f
they could identlfy bog flora, After
lunch It was out to the bog
(Eskermgh LIFE sita] o undariake
quedrat siudies, bog fora
idendification, pond dipping o
sampla Inveriebrales, blodivarsity
recarding and consenation
avalualion of the site. Local site
marsages, Joa McEvey, then
oullimed the cngoing restomtion
wirk at this afte, which includaes
lalling 1o wasie, drain blocking and
watar-heval mondtorng, He than
irveitiad the growp [ view the newly-
comatmected boardwalk. Catherine
O'Connedl complimanted Colla on
the restoration work being carried
oul @ sald she was gled to hiear
aboan the raised bog proposal,
She alss Imited project sizlf o give
a talk on the restomation work lo
data ta the IPCGC.

Those (hat altended the cowse
oava vary posiive feedback. °1
cartaindy found the day vary
worthwhile, and have increased my
knowladge of blanket bogs®, said
Hichard Jack, Resource Manager,
Clonasies, Lacis. Eugene Girilfin,
Diéstrict Team Loadar, SligafLeltrim,
reporad ‘mast enfoyable snd
educational day out, thankal®

The land managers training
courses lorm pan of the projiect
actions for our blanket bog
nestoration project (profect number;
LIFED2 MATARL/8490). Further
courses will bo organtsed over the

coming momhs,
Caroline Whits

Calhering O Connall (far right) from the IPCC puls a group of Colite staff io
the tes! of idendifing the fora of & Blanked bog.
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Coillte spotted at
Cork Week Sailing
Regatia

Al the racent Cork Weak gailing
regatia, Galway Bay Sailing Chuly
eniry, Dark Angel, achisved 3rd
place in Class One, Class One had
28 entranis with crews from irefand,
UK, France and Denmark
reprasented in the class. In iotal, 609
boats recad In the evenl In 18
differant classes. Yachls of all sizes
frorm 15 fi boals to the massiwe B8
footers Pyewackst (USA) and
Morning Glary [Germany) compelad
i the wesak-long event, now
recegnised as the largest fun safing
regatia in the world. All of this hald in
the little village of Crosshaven, fust
sauth of Cork Caiyl

Coillla’s Daithi da Forge crews an
Dark Angel in the position of bowman,
Tha boat s owned by Connemara
man, Eamonn Conneealy, and has a
regular crew of nine for racing events.
Tha homa club for the boat is Galway
Bay Sailing Club near Qranmore In
Galwiry, whars training began in the
lcy walers thare las1 March! The boai
is proving to be quite competitive on
the circuilf this year, coming 2nd in the
April League in Kinsale, 3rd In the
Irish Mational Champlonships in
Howih [May) and 2nd in the Scottish
Serfes held In Louph Fyne in Wastam
Scolland (Juna). Lipcoming avents for
the boat Includa tha Middle Sea race
In Sautham laly In September whara
a menmammmamuﬁuml fleel
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Bussisieni i ehe Communiry scbend - Bea Prectee in Corgurs Bmpomsibriling s Tk

cé Coillre is delighted to lead this project o restore and protect such a valuable
habitat for the overall good of the Irish environment, of which our forests

ire a substantial pare. 9 9
Martin Lowery. Chef Executive, Collte Teotanta

Coillte Teoranta

restoring the peatlands of the west

Business lssue The peatlands of the west of Ireland are among the most important intact areas
of blanket bog found in Europe. In the past, blanket boglands were extensively afforested and
unfenced open areas which were heavily overgrazed. This resulted in a degradation and drying
out of the habitat. As part of their narure conservation strategy initiated in 1998, Coillte

decided to address this problem.

Solution Applied

* The Blanket Bog Restoration Project is & nslure comsenvation
initiatree joiritly funded by Colte and the Ewrapean
Commissicn under the ELJ LIFE-Malure Frogramme. A broad
range of stakeholders were identified and consulted in this
initiabive including locsd community organisations,
ermvironmental and nature consanvation organsatans and
local autharities. The projed aims Io restore 14 bogland sites
{approsimately 1,200 hectares) and create a high quality area
of active blankst bog by:
= Fencing to gain contrad of open bog areas
= Ditch blacking io restore the bog natural water kevels
- Restoring 500 hectares to enlarge the blanket bog anca
- Removing naturally regenerated trees from the opan bogs.

Benefits for the Company

* According to Martin Lowery, Chisf Exscutive, “Ceillte is
delighted to lead this project to restore and protect such a
valuable habitat for the averall good of the Irish environment,
of which our foresis are 2 substansial pa. *

Benefits for the Stkeholder

* Peatlands are unique ecosyitems comprssing 95% water. They
support 8 combination of plants and anmals thal da not exdst

in ather habitas, The dissppearance of Insh bogs wauld have

serious consequences, The last remaining European refuge

for various plari and animal species would be destroyed and

seviral species of bird would lose imponant winter feeding

grounds. This progect wall:

- Raverse the negative effects associated with affarestation
such as drainage and overgrazing

« Extend the area of blarket bog

* Helpto regenerate the natural flora of the bog including
bog cotton, sphagnum, beg mess, Rowering plants,
heathers sedges and grasses,

Department involved in the Solution
Coiflbe LIFE Mature Programme:

Soluton Champions
Ezvin Donnellan and Carcline White
Email: kevin donnellan@coiliie. ie, carcfine white@cailiie ie
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ik wilhin &
t¥lohment gees.

Bog restorafion, River Cotchment ond Ecosystem monogement, Low Production Forests ond o unique Atlantic
Dokwood ware the focal points of the Suciety of Irish Foresters summer Study Tour fo the West of Ineland, Teogase
Farestry Adviser, Noal Kenmedy reparts on the tour in this, the first of o two part series of arfidas

AI part  of ihe
celebration af the
Cenienary of state forestry
in Ireland ihe Society of
Irish Foresters held n two
day study tour of Galway
and Mayo in Jine, The tour
highlighted hew modem
Farestry im the “West has
adapted to and embroces o
mage ol envirommental
ond manogement issues,
The toer was led by Tony
Manmioa, Technical
Director of the Society.

sy 1

The group of ihiny
pasticipands tovelled from
the iour base = Westport 1o
for its firsi siop ™ an
wctive  Blanket  hog
restorshion  project  al
Eskerngh  Bog  near
Crossmoling  in Mogih
Mayo,

The bog mrestormtion is
part of &  npEre
canservation prajeci
fimded fointly by Coillie
ood EL umder the LIFE
programme. Kevin
Domnellan, Cpillie who is
Project Mansger for the
EU LIFE Blanket Bog
reslaration phaject
explained thot it s
Focusing on ihe resiontion
of 1200 hecinres of blanksi
bog al 14 coumies - mainly
along the weem
seaboard, All of e siies
are in candidste Special
Areas of Censervalion
{(eSAC) and hove been

impatied in some way by
afforesiation nmil
emsocinted assivitles. Most
of the project sites are
locaied in Morh Mayo
which fesibres the mosi
extensive areas of lowfand
Ihsnket bog in the country
and which also coatzing
sensitive river chlchiments.

Dr.Jobin . Connghan,
Projec Ecologisi
emphasised the uniguensss
of aetive blanket bogs oa &
plobal scale. He siressed
however that ithe [rish
blanker bog which hbas
been developeng over the
past  &-T000 years fa

e

& Piobor
i Eln_q_l:lrr.!n BlEsiaps
w e mpatiant toals ik,
i BinnkekBsg :
& restoratinpn,

Fiiatnx Sde oty of
wIrish Farestors

dilferent ko those in ather
eoantries and ihis mokes (i
all the more mpoctant for
conservation. He explamed
the term “active™ blankel
bog denbtes & lving bog
that is aceumulating peat
Eskeragh Bog comprises
iws  sepomde  hlocks
icinlling 40 hectares. Mosi
of the oren wos planted
with Sitka spruce and
Lodgepale pine in 1983,
The spruce grew poorly
and as part of ibe project
thie eoine ares was felled to
waste in Moy 2003,
Becapse Eskeragh ke
ihe other project sies was

extensively afforesied or

subpect bo ovesgrazing in

unfenced areas, the project
encompasses ihe following
actions within the bog :

* Feneing the site o
prevenl grazing.

* Removal of planied snd
self-seeded  planintion
Irees,

» Refooding of the bog by
the blecking of dmins.

= Monitaring of the water
lafhbe,

Using & specilly
coastructed boardwalk he
group mate their way &io
ihe bearl af the bog for &
closer  look.  Although
some of the forestry draies
have been dammed using
specinl  plaste  “dmin
blockers™ (See Phata 1) ke
widespread presence af
Ling heather [Calluna
villgaris) reflecied  the
drying oul of the bog since
planting. Furber evidence
af drying out s the aanal
regeneration af Willow and
Lodgepale  pime,  The
Willow will not  be
removed ol presenl s @
wait and sez policy s
adopted bul the Lodgepole
pims regenerniion  will be
removed mmmedinichy.

The function of the dmin
blockers is lo eoniol waler
medvement in the bog and
increase the soil waler
izhls 1o within |5 cm of the
surfnce, In Hime it is hoped

that a higher wamer mble
will  encourage  the
regensration of classic
blanke: bog vegelation
The drain blockers will be
left in place sad vegetation
allowed o prow over
them,

The group then moved
t0 n Ecparmle  ares
origimally plamied wiih
Ledgepale pine which was
clearfelled im July 2002, O
this § hectares of poody
growing comifers wene cul
by chainsaw snd chipped
m July MWL The
remakning  wres wos
windrewed. Becaisse of the
poor groavil of the Fones!
erop ithe bog bad nod deied
os maich as the first nrea
and notural bopg vegetation
was more evidenl
Fallowing the damming of
a number of drains the
wetness of the sibe was
reflected by the rapid
sprese] of Sphagnum mass
(Sphagnum capillifolizm)
in the dmins. Other
positive indicator species
present were Hag Cotton
(Eriopborum  vaginafiem),
Bog Bean [Menyanthes

irifolinia), Bog - Mymile
(Myricn galel, Hypoum
cupreiaifomae anl
Rbytidiodelpbus  loveus.

(See Phedo 2 I s expecied
ihst 25 & resuli of ihe
mssasures being inken that
»olive blanket bog
regenemntion will be rapsd.

On the completion of
dmin blocking the extent
of vegettion recovery and
ibe siatus of the soil water
inble will be mbjest
constand maalteriag. Plans
are in place by Coillie fisr
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& Thix high charmand for Sitka
timbar from Irish indusiry, whils
our Indusiny does not wanl It
snca i is nol included in tha
Mational Standard for
construciion materals] Al tha
momant an engaing project In
hoarway will basi strangth
proparties of Slika In ordar to
inchada It in the National
Standand. We hope this work
Wil sobve many of the cbhsiecles
wa fnce when marketing our
Sk,

& Tha clear policy of efficlancy
ard accouniabdty rom seed fo
indusiny, while also putting affor
inie incorporaling public and
environmienial demands inio
your forest managamant.

Fulure colinboration?

Keeping in mind (he similariles and
differences batwoen our
homalands, | can think of several
reasons why It will ba interesting 1o
follow developmendt in reland in the
fulure, and possibly reasons why It
could be inleresting for loresters in
Iredand to follow events back herne.
From our point of view, your fresh
approach when buliding up a highly
afflcient forasiry secior and
industry more or lasa from scralch,
Is an interasting developmian for
us where the lorestry secior ovan
in areas dominaled by aMorastalion
lill |s largady tradithonal,

The wosk baing done over hare on
wood properies and how I fits info
our Mational Siandard could
possibly be of inferest lor you.

| also noticed all the singing, | knaw
that the Irish could sing, whila |
wasn' quite aware thal
Norwegians had that much

in them, A side effect. Il could be
intereating 1o pursua furthar
contact...

Lastly: tusen takk (thanks a lot)!
On behalf of the arganising group |
would Bka lo axtend my sncane
thanks 1o Coliite, who gol an e-mail
frorm oul of nowhera and docided
that il would assist In organising a
irip for this group of foresters from
tha vary norh of Moraey.
Especially | would B ko thank
Michiéal O'Leighlais lor responding
o our visrfeus wishas and putting

togathar a mosi Inferesling program
tor our visit. Our gratitude also goes
ba Mick O'Brian and the many aihar
peopla of Collite assisting dudng the
visiL On behalf of the loresters of
Nordland county | wish 1o welcame
you all to our pan of the woeld and
gur forests over hera, and ook
forward to host you In privaie or
professional capacites, You kava
a8l a wery high siendand for 15 1o
Tallicrw,

P& glensym (unil next fima}

Bjorn Rakstang
District foresier for Lofoten and
Veslardlan

Finnish Foresters
visit Ireland

On Friday 161h April, a group of
Finnish foresty people visited Collibs
for one day o5 par of a social visl 1o
frelend from Tamgare. They work
for Meteakaskus, which |2 a natwark
of thifiean regional oifices af tha
Finnish Forest Cenlres.  Thessa
olfices provide an advisory and
supporl senice and overses other
work areas such as environmant,
hedisge, conservation and lagal
Izsuas, In addition, they facilitale
co-oparation between lorestry
arganisations.

The group were freated to & tour
Glendine and a presentation by
Arthur Buckdey, Arthur fageinalad
thi groug with his stores of seed

One is Arthur Buckipy receiving a
smail gift from e Finnish
transhator fodowding & most
interesting meeting in Glendine

collection from those same treas £0
yoars ago, whara thé saed calleciors
ised a “boycle' 1o reach tha free top
and somatimas hoppead rom ona
tree tog bo the mesd]

Richard Jack then gave them an
Ingight Inte forestry in the Slieve
Blopms and the views thet can be
seen all &,

Hosts for the day were Jahin Lyons
and Mick Fenton and following a
presantation an lish Forestry o tha
group tha bus deparied from the
Montague Holel to various sites for
ihe remainder of the day, Tha
remainder of thair visit was spent
socalising In Dublin, visiting castles
in the midiands as wall as the
Tullamore Dew Herltags cenira,

dahn Lyons
Fatricla Flanagan

Our Finnlah Mnmar#urﬂubm* waaihar in the Sleve Blooms, Pholo
incitndas Mick Femton and John Lyons (back row, second and third from right)
1B
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The restoration of blanket bog in Ireland

Iﬂ. 2002, Caillte bogan an important blanket bog resteratien
roject. This project, jointly funded by Coillls and DG-
Environment under the EU LIFE-Nature Programme, |s 8 lour-year
schieme, the primery aim of which Is 1o schinve rostarstion of
bilanket bog habital within 1212 boclares of land owned by Cofllie.
The main focus of the project, active blanket bog, is listed as a
ty habitnt for conservation under Annex 1 of the EU Habitats
roctive, and the ares for restomtion sither e within, or sccur
adjacen! to, proposed Special Areas of Conservation. A towl of 14
hlanket sites, most of which am located olong the westermn

seaboard of Irland, have bean selocted for restortion. At most
sites, the main restoration messures 1o be employed are the
removal of conifers and the blocking of any existing drains.

Consultations an site

Although the skies are afforested 1o varying degrons, most still
contain significant emas of blankpy bag vegetation. The main plant
spacies og in thess aress gre purple
eoerulea). black bog rush (Schoenus 1, ling [Caliuma
vidlgeris), cross-lsaved hoath (Brica tetrglix], many-fowernd bog-
cotton lﬂlﬁlﬂhmm angustifalium), and varieus Sphagnum
mosses. A8 Ui gltna in turms of plantation age, n number of

chos u in order to achig aration of th
;mwm:ﬁ BT achiove rest an ]

Felling of planted areas with tall, closed-ca
conilery | are sanonr

In these areas. the tmber s buing extracted by convestional
harvesting mothods. Trees ur being removed ond aferwvards the
grownd :‘E.:Iﬂ is covered 'l'l'JI:] i mixture of wids braah mals, and
areas with » patchy cover of brash remain aftor As
thers is generally Jittls vegMation mmaining imhﬂ:
hinve been undar tall conifors for 30 1o 40 yearg, it Is antlelpated
that rocovery of bog vegotation i (huse sites will be slow,
espocially in the shart term.

Felling of planted areas witlh low, sparse conifers
Al muny sifos, there arm nruas of conifer plantstion which sre small
in stature eithar due to thale ¥oung aga or due to poor growih rates,

W

w; by —

Feliing to swoste,

. 5 T

o o P
Eskeragh, near Groszmaling, Co. Moy

As a msult of the tress in H:ql:- wroas 0ol laving echisved -:Imljﬂ
canopy, thete s usually o high cover of vegelation, maslly
du:]annd by wilher purpls moor-grass nrlﬁhﬂhun Most of the
trees In these aroas are being follad manually by chninsaw and lef
o sile. In arder to increase the area of apen ground ot thess slies,
the folled trees are boing wind-rowed. Af 8 couple of sites in Co,
Mayo the falled troos are being chipped by machine. The chipping
and wind-rowing of trees cloars tha ground surface of wool)
matarial, which facilltates the mom mpid af the b
vogelation. The prospects for the rocovery of bog vogotation i
these aroas are generally good.

Felling of regenerating conifers

If a blankm bog surface is deying oui, |i moy be proma b
tolonisstion from conifers seading In Fom sdjocent aress o
planiation, In such areas, thers {s generally o low donsity of troe
present and, os o resull, thess trees can L remnaved by mans
[elling, The falling of conifers regenerating on infact bog §
being carried out ot @ number of sites in thy Stiove Blooms.

Blocking of drains

Any active drains within tho site arsas arm hoing dammed, b
hund, using interlocking plastic piling dams. The blocking ¢
drains with peat is also being carried out s o number of sites, Thi
blocking of drains will slow water movemant mndd thes mduce 1k
rato of wator loss from the sites, This reduction in the mis of wals
loss will, In tumn, load to an elevation of water levels in th
surrounding areas and assist the resioration of bog. Tha dammin

of drains is being carriod aul ta varying extants ol all sites, aml t
changes in waler levals within ihe j‘.'l:lal nre baing assessed using
number of Water Lavel Range Gauges [VWaLRoGs).

Drrain blocking, Croaghonagh, Co. Donegnl

The afficacy of these various restorstios moasures is bel
monilored ever the lifotime of the project. Changes ia |
vagotation will be monitored by meass of t plots whi
will bo surveyed sl regular intorvals. The quality of watss
streams which flow out of felled areas is sl being monltored 8
numbar of locations. Although the rehabilitstion of active hlaol
bog bubitat may teke decades 1o echinve at some of the sites, i
anlicipatod thet, by the end of this project, the regonortian
blanket bog vegetation will be waell progressed. Anothor :IMPH:J'
aspect of this project Is that it will provide valusble [nfotma
concerning the practicalities of blamke: resioration in 1 l
This information will ba of considerable value 1o any fuhare
restamtlon progmmmes in the country, Wark an this project bef
in July 2002 and will run until June 200,

gl
Contact: Kevin Donnellan - Project Man + Tol: 090 8741
E-mail: kevin.donnellon@eoilite. jo ::.:..-.;.r?f:rwm- Public
Relations/Administration Manager: Tel: 071 §1525663;
E-mgil: carcline white@caillis j»
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LIFE Goes On

Colite Contact readers will be glad to
know that the European Commiaslon
has recantly approved 8 sacond
miages habital restoralion project
submitied by Colllle undar the EU
LIFE-Mabusre Programme for the
promaotion of nature conservation.
Tha projec! “Restoeing Ralsed Bog In
Iraland” (LIFEQ4 MATAEMDD121) will
focus on the restoration and
congarvalion of ovar 70 haclares of
raksed bog in Colllle's ownership,
This new ralsed bog project will
complamant Collila's existing blanket
bog preject (LIFEQ2 NATARL/B490),
which is now &l the hall way stage of
implamentation, The new project,
concaniraled on 14 sites in tha
midlands, began officlally on 151
Oclobar ol this yaar, and will run lor
four yaars until Seplember 2008,
This Is ancther major echisvamant In
securing funding from 8 programme
whase application procedums ane
axcaptionally complex and
demanding, and is also & rafls<tion of
the excallent work that has been dona
to dale by all concamad in
implamnding e axisling blankel bog
project. This apphcation was
prepaned end gulded through tha
avalualionirevision process by Fal
Doolen and Philip Murphy, with
padiculary valugbie contributions
from Jim Fyan, Ronan Whekan, Val
Swan, Niall Harmay (alf Matiensl
Parks and Wildile Servica), John
Conaghan (condract ecologist), Pat
Brady, Angala Wallece, Mars
Mannion, Tony Curran, Joha Tammay,
Frank Donion, Richand Jack, P.J.
Fiizpatrick, Garry Gavin, John Prior,
Allean O'Sullivan, Mary OBran and
Juohn Flanagan. Preparatony work
bagan in ala 2002 building up 1o
submission of the appBcation in
Seplamber 2003, folowed by the
steading of the praject applicatian
ihrough a rgorous evaluation precess
culminating in formal project approval
by the Eurcpean Commésaion in July
2004,

The peatlands of the lsish midiands
are among the mos! impostant raised
bog sysiems remaining in Euwrops, i1
Is estimaled thal eland contains 50%
of the iniect oceanic raised bog
sysiems remaining in Eurape, Raisad
bog habial was once exiensive over
the midiands and mid-west of Ireland,
covaring an estimatsd 310,000 ha,

b loday It is estimabed thal & mens
18,000 ha af mised bog habitat of
eongan/alion value mmain. #Most of
the loss of reized bog habital has
been a resull of harvesling of peal
bor housalold fuel, alectrcity
production and (ks manddactune of
horieuliural prediusts, Alorestation
of ralsad bogs has also resulbed in
habilat losa, but on 2 muech smallar
scale = il is estimated thal aboul 2%
of tha original tetal arsa of Iish
raised bogs has been aflorested
Miost of the afloresied sreas of
raised bogs ara curmently within
Cadilla's ownarship,

Since 1897, 10,280 ha of "high™
relsed bog has been proposed by
iha Mational Parks and Widiite
Sarvice (formearly Dichas Tha
Huerilags Servica) for dasignation In
candidale Special Areas of
Consarvalion (cSACs) under tha EU
Habilats Direclive (Councll Diresiive
S2MAEEC). Many of thesa cSACs
Inchete areak of cutovar bog which
lypically surround [he intect bog
cores and aclt as & bulier babween
tha intacl bog and swrounding
farmiand, This project focuses an
loresiry planiafions which wene
Included within thasa cSACE
becausa they conlinisa 1o impaet on
thi ralsed bog habital. In line wilh
national and EU affors 1o conserve
raized bog habiinl, Coilite will
undertake acthons aimed at restoring
aciive ralsad bog hab#al on 14 siles
in Colllte ownarship thal have bean

partiafly or wholly altorested. Tha 14
project sites cover 571.2 ha within 14
candidala SACs spread ovor
countles Cavan, Gelway, Laos,
Lowsglord, Maath, Roscommon and
Wesimeath as oullined in tha
attached (sble.

Two of the project siles
(Choonshanville Bog, Co.
Hastommian and Cam Park Bog, Co,
Westmaeath) have been solected as
project Demonstration Sites: theso
will ba the focus of & public
QwWaranNass programme over the loar-
yaar paddod af the projact.

The project will address tha main
ecological threats which alfect raised
bog habliats through the lollowing
actions:

* Rameval of 450 ha of plantation
forest;

= Blocking foreairy draing in order to
alevate waler levels and hence
rastons lha hydrobogical balancs ol
e peatinnd aneas;

* Removal ol nalurally regeneraled
treea from adjacent areas of open,
unplantad bogs;

= Parimalar profection of vulnerable
rigad bog sikes against fire; and

* Consullations o secure control of
turbary (furf-cutiing) rights,

In addition 1o restoring aclive raised
bog habital i praviowusly
sfioresled/dralned areas, il is aiso
mupacted that restoralion works will
heve i posithe effect on adjoining

Raised bog project staff visit the blanket bog project site at Belaveeny, Co.

Mayo on 151 Detober, Pictured are (lefl o right) John Tarmey, Frank Denkon,
Seamus O'Connor, Pal Brady, John Danvin, Angela Wadace, Joim Conaghan,
Canling Whils, Kevin Dannelan, Danis Lanifien and Pal Daalsm.
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~ Sligo students

among the awards

| THE FIRST il oms|
' Giraclimée. online information
.qul_z hos just ended.  The
i bnline quiz whicl is Tanded
by warious  Govermmenz
| BREBCiEs  aims 10 enCoursge
"Sliadenis in rescarch
information  sbout  podiises,
nvironmenl, Eisropean
falrs, health & aa ely.
MUk, &pon, carcers. trnvel
&, The project is !.I?1p-ﬂl'lll]
g’ a Eﬂrq.e fund of up s
10,0 apld s beia
Erl'_nrﬂﬂlﬂd wetkly by RT
m

Each week throughout the
hoal year studesis mre given
coess (o guestions whick are

e by Wit
veriment bodics on the
Cirsduante wehsite

T nie e
| Btigdenis mre iben dieecied
o the wehslies of ithe
fponsoring bodies 10 ressarch
snkvwers io the varjous
wcsliond, they then  submd
r answers online, Every
HE prize
imners ere sclectsd from all
he sudents who bave
vorrecily.  amswered  the
dions. Pripes inchode frec
i;|1:: o the European
Parlizmepd in  Sumihourg,
500 coah prices, iPods and
BELL IT equipment for
| project hm proven o
be hagely popular with bails
studenis sl leachery aml has
pitracted & registration of
lmaoga  I7.000  stedents,
imding for next  school
E_.::r': oompeticion  bas
alredy been commbtt=d and i
will  recommence
5=_Tl=mix:.
F The

cek mi Jess

maxi

! followin
offanisations have prml.d-e-ﬁ
1ur|-dir|5_ far this a3r"g
ompeiition Ergland’s
wlency of e EL
ropanf  Padliamend Offico
E:I Irelanc, Esropens
onsmission, Fpaa 1]
srilge, Office of ke
hudsman, Miyoe Co
Council, Dwein Prooction
Office, Dadbi (Cidzens
formaison service), Caillie
Blankar  ha resigraticn
prajest), BM W, Regionmsl
Asiembly, | Soullicin &
siem Heglanal Assembly.
rish Waier Safory, Combad
Peveny, RTE 2fm, DELL
i Miszing from  the
E]ll:ll:rg Is mumdepr Clara
unningham, Ursulime
College, Slige wha sam
&S00 cash prize which was
nagrod by Uasia  the

tizens Information Service.
1

in online quiz

Studeni Jane O'Hars, Ursuling College, Slgo
recelving voucher for DELL IT equipment which she
won Ffor her school Trom Ms
representing g jointly funded Notore Conservation
Project between Colllte and EU DG - Environment.
This project focuses on restoring active blanket bog
in Ireland. Jane also won a free trip (o the European
Parliament in El.rushnurq; which was by
e Evropean Parfiament's Dublin affice.

Student Zita Casserly, Ursuline College, Slipo

receiving voucher for DELL IT equipment from Mr.
Gerry Lavelle, BALW, Reglonal Assembly (sponsor)
which Zita won for her school. Zita also won a free
irip to the Enropesn Parinment in Strasbourg which
-Trnllis sponsared by the European Partiament's Dublin
olfice,

roling . Wihite, |
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Headine: Dragondly thive due (o global wamming

Aveder
Michael Viney

Ereland’s crchids, sow the deagon-
iGes ~ this is o summer for Fumpucus
books about wildiife, Lait month 1
was crooning over [refand’s Wild

Orelids, 8 botaniat"s and bibliophile's bliss of
H.mudtuundn. collectors’
ced at €245, Quite as lavish and

Iml it awm h-ulmﬂm-m«:fm-

Thrhl'ﬂmui of Trefand’s Drag-
'l‘:]?h-llhd.ﬂwrﬂu

bephmnp-ﬁn of the insects
amd Ihlh&nlunr ll.ndl-:lpu... It weighs

glossy kila

The four-year qunnﬂj

I'u a  ground-breaking dﬂ—ﬂpﬂmﬁ
mahire comservation agencies

glang with pra scientiste As a joinl
Irll.l fnrmu::dﬁ-hnhhh the
wide survey bl
dmad'hlﬂhw ‘ui-nhﬂu]ntnnl:l.l!;r;
a paw bevel In = gwen, pechaps, In
Ewrope, Ie's not merely abont the 35 hu
mow oo (e Irsh dragoafy Ikst, but
wetlands on which they - lﬂnmﬂm
of the island’s wildlife - depend. These vary
wonderfully, from lushly vegetated paals in
ike and secluded |imestone lakes, to

Mayo, never checked for desgoaflies belore,
mipeﬁi.u;ﬁmh fust two boars 1:;
WA . Amoayg them were

winge: and moaclerd hawkars, hisckfafled

akdmmer and muddy darter — names that ixp
aff the Hmumﬂrﬂmm
Latin, and iﬁ:hﬂmhm
mh:l.ﬂwu[ﬂm-hﬁuh
decision by its authars - Brimm and
= 1o se pew vernacular
mames for many of the Odenata specles. The
ald country for dragonflies, “devil’s

encouraged the myth that stimg ar bile
S e

t -
The process of framing common names
had already gore some of the way. In [retand

be the kst cenbury, the remarkable Cynthis
Langfield (sometimes known as Madame
Dragomfly from o Ufeclme dovated to thelr

sebeciion that didn’ readly caich on.
Then, in the 1970,
divided inio hawkers, skimmers &nd
i?rlm. h%mmﬂ: habizs
of hunting, helped provida
a vernscular basks, But damseiifies,
their small, slender refations In the
Odonata, were still left with "dem-

:

tafled demselily becoma
colmEnan ye
aed common Blue it's op 1o
the naturafists and the school

uemissable ereatise, tkz a king-
fisher ax it domlmates a whele pond or
stretch af lakeshore. Sinee |& areived in 2000,
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Graduate online quiz winners
receive their prizes

THE FIRST national Graduate online information quiz has
Just andeod. The online quiz which is funded by various
Government agencies aims to encourage students to
research Information about politice, envirenment, Euro-

Hii.i_-ﬂl!utn:ﬁ_um- The projest has praven (o ba
prizs fumd of up 1o & 100,000 and hiigely popidar with bath sbu- i 2
I8 baing promolad weekdy by RTE dents and lesehars and has al- (st el
2tm. tmcled a regisiration of almost R4
Each wesk throughout the 27,000 studonis. ik B

provided by verious Govemn- commitied and It will rocom- |
manl bodas on the Gradusls  mencs hext Seplambar, =
wobsile www gradunls js The following organisations [
Students ars then dircted Iothe  have provided funding for ghis |1
websitas of (ho sponsoring years compelitien: Irefand's |
bodles to research the on- Presidancy of the EU, European g
Ewars i he varous questions, Parfinment Offica bn Iretand. Eu- [
thery than subm thair answars fpean Cermmisslon,

andfins; Foras na Gaellga, Mcs of tha ﬂnﬁun.u!EmnEruﬁ.nniiuinnin..nri-gr_? - L S A
Every wook al lenst six peize Ombudsman, Mayo Co. Coun- celving voueher for DELL iT equipment from Mr. David  Student Ross Melict, St. Josoph's N.5., Shruls, recaiving

wininers are splecied from all ol Dots Protection Ofcs, Do- Blmpsen, The Graduate, on behslf of Moys Co, Cownell
the sludents who hawve car- i (Cliizens indormalion sary- {sponser). Davld alsc won a fros irip to the European Par-

b o b i TP

his €500 cash prize from Ma Cerolins White, represoniing
n jointly funded Mature Conservation Project botwoon

raclly answered the questions,  Ico), Coille {Biankst bog resto- | llament In Strasbourg which was sponsorad by the Euro- Caolllte and EU DG - Enviromsnont. This projecl focuses on
. a - restiofing actlve blanket bag In ireland,

and DELL IT aguipmant for Saloly, Combal
schooks, Poverty, ATE 2im, DELL,
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Woods well worth a visit to relax and savour
04 October 2004

Donal Hickey recommends a walk in the park.

Coillte Is encouraging people to visit its 11 forest parks and 150 amenity areas where there are
facilities such as car parking, plenic tables and nature trails. It Is reckoned that arcund eight
million people enjoy our forests each year, ranking forests among the most visited areas In the
entire country. Collite has an cpen forest pelicy - another means of satisfylng the ever-growing
demand for outdoor recreation.

Up to 15% of Collite property Is earmarked for nature conservation and 1,000 hectares of
blanket bog habitat are being restored.

Bog Is a thormy Issue when It comes to tree-planting and large amounts of virgin bogland have
been planted during the past 20 years, much to the annoyance of peatland conservationists who
have been striving to retaln what little blanket bog remains.

But the message now seems to be getting home, belatedly in many cases, People might wonder
how you can restore bogland, something that took millenia to create in the first place. Cloosh
Valley, in Connemara, |s the largest continuous forest In Ireland and is the focus of a forest
management plan.

Portions of Cloosh forest have been identified as having the potential to be restored to Blanket
beg habitat. These portions are very wet in any case and still have bog vegetation. The idea Is to
recreate good quality blanket bog through felling existing conifers and not repianting. It is also
planned to retain all areas of unplanted blanket bog at Cloosh.

In total, the EU has approved funding for bog restoration on 14 sites, mostly In the north, north-
west and midlands. By the end of last year, work had commenced an these sites, Trees felled
were either left to decompose naturally, remaoved for sale commercially, or chipped on site.
Drains were also blocked and fencing put up to control areas overgrazed.

Signs of recovery are already being reported on & number of sites, evidenced by the return of
bog plants. Five bog sites have siso been developed for educational purposes and will have
public Information and access facilities such as boardwalks. The first boardwalk has been
completed on the Slieve Bloom site and others are planned for parts of Mayo, Galway and

Donegal.

As the country’s largest landowner, with over 69 of the land In its passesgian, Colllte sees ltsell
as having a key role to play In nature conservation. An Interesting project surrounds the
protection of the lesser horseshoe bat, ane of the rarest of nine bat species in Ireland. It needs
forest and woodland habitat to survive because it has a weak navigation system - it requires
objects like trees and hedgerows to find its way around and hunt for food.

Our population of the lesser horseshee Is found malnly in Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Clare, Galway
and Mayo, all areas where forests are Important foraging areas for the gpecies. Colllte has aften
come under fire for its use of pesticides and chemical fertilisers. It says it only applies pesticides
where It is absolutely essential and Is striving to further reduce usage. It malntains it uses less
than 1% of pesticides put on land nationally and reparts a significant reduction since 1997,
‘Guidelines for staff Include spraying a minimum distance of between 10 and 25 metres away
from rivers and other watercourses and spraying in minimal wind conditions, Colllte ks also
adamant that fertilisers are only spread where the natural fertility of the land Is not capable of
maintaining a productive forest. It also says the amount of fertiliser used fell by 12% in the
2002/"03 period.

Cheer-planting of tree species, such as non-native conlfers, |s another sore polnk, For instance,
sitka spruce which new covers more than half of the company’s forest areas. Many people argue
that not enough broadieaf trees, such as beech, cak and birch, are being planted, However, the




