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Busy times
ahead for the LIFE

Project Team

The LIFE Project Team has boan
vary busy since this EL-lundad
profect was approved in July of last
year (ses Aufiumn 2002 Issue for
miore details)l And indeed, they
&re sel for 8 busy summar. As you
know, this project focuses on the
resioration and conservation of
over 1,200 hecianes of blanket bog
Bcross 14 sites In Cola's
owmnarghip, located mainly along
tha wesiem soaboard

Progress to date Includes:

o The visiting by Gaillie and
Diichis stal, lo a simitar ELU-
funded LIFE project in
England, and ha devalopmani
ol good links betwaan bath
progect iBama,

s The commencemant of
consultation procedures with
Didchas in relalion to Bwir
menagament plans for rlovan
SACS. Most of tha 14 blankat
bog sikes are located in SACS,
and Collte ls obliged 1o congsuf
with Dichas in advance of any
planned management aclivity
proposed for sites Ioealed
within SAC's,

e The completion of a trainkng
programme for site managers,

@ 1ha applicalion and recalpl of 8
musmber f Bmilad folling
bcances,

g The inatallafion of dams on
some of the sites, The
purposs of hase dams is 1o
restore, as much &8 possibla,
the hydrological characionstics
of &n Inlact blanket bog. This
work will continue into tha
surmmar and beyand,

s The selection of sitea 1o
monibar nutdsnt fow,

» The inslaliation of display signs
on some damonsiretion siies,

e The construclion of B car park
ol this Shave Bloom sile,

s Thi commumicalion of (ha
abjoctivies of tha LIFE project
at Coillta District meetings, and
wilh represenistives from third
level coleges, major sawmills,
and An Talsce,

Public Relations |a & kay aspect ol
the project and in this regards, an
official launch of ihe project will take
place In early summar 0 calncida
with major oparational work having
starad. |t is alse planned 1o have a
number of minl-launches on the ve
demansiration sites that will ba
designed 1o have a parficular focus
an public awaraness through
damongtralion days, inlerpratation
and boandwalk access.

In addition, a dedicaled project
wahsdle iz plannad, and will ba
devalopad in the next eoupla of
months {background informalion on
ihe project Is curreniy avalabla on
fhe Colills websile), A projoct
brochure has been devaloped also
and will shorly ba dislributed 1o
Coilite glaff and other siakeholders
such as NE0's, acadamic
insfuticns and relevanl pubss
authorities,

The Project Team are very
satisliad with the progress that
has been made io dale, Indead,
80 &re the EUl On the 5th of
March, represantntives of the
Eurcpean Commission's LIFE Unit
[DG-Environmant) med with the
Projact Managemen! Group in
HO, o review progress on the
project 1o dale. This involved a
comprehansiva presaniation by
Projeci Teamn and a delalled and
viry heiplul dscussion on issues
grising. Tha LIFE Linil
represantatives indicated that thay
WiE viEry encounagad and
mprassed that project
menagemant syslems wene n
place and thal a good star had
been made 1o implemanting tha
project,

Caroline Whita
Kevin Donnellan
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Coiite and Ddchas meet with the UK LIFE Profect Team in Kielder, England

The LIFE Project Team axaming axisting drains in preparation for blocking them
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Saving the Patterned Lands
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Stakeholder Field
Day held on
Environmental
Aspects of Forest
Management

On August 131h Colllts hosted &n
information day on the
Envlronmantal Aspects of Forest
Manrgemant for e stakehaldars.
The day was organised by Patricia
Flanegan and hosied by Sean
Cuealy, Pacell Breathnach and
Kevin Donnallan. Leflars of
nvitation ware sent 1o over 150
slakehodders imviling thom o atiend
an information day which was hald
in tha Training Cantra in Mounirath,

Tha fersl par of the day invalsed a
presanialion by Sean Cuealy on
palicies and praclices in Coillla in
ralation 1o:
& Consultation
® Biodharsity
# Landscaps planning
® Conlinuous cover forestry
@ Riparizn 2ons management
» Woodland ecology
® Forasiry and waber quality
e Monlioring deadwoad In tha
Calilla Forest astake
@ Forests and bénd diversity
& LIFE Mature Ralsad Bag
Project: Kevin Donnelan

Lunch was providad In the fomm of

2 barbague on sife prapared by the
Training Centre staff. This, asida

froem baing & lew cost option,
prenddad an informal forum for
paricipants 1o stland around and
nistwaork bolh with each cther and
with the Colllta stefl in attendancea.

In ihe aflemoon, a tour of &
reforestation site was given by
Sean Quealy showing practical
examples of lsswes which had
baan presented al the moming
session, In addifion, paricipans
wara taken to & LIFE sita in he
Sliave Blooma an which work haa
commeanced on the restomtion of a

bog.

Ton peopks attendsd the day from
i wide ranga of backgrounds:
Helena McGorman, bish
Landscaps Instituia and Dublin
City Council; Allish Feeley, Mola
Park Grougy; Nosl Faelay, IFCI and
Mote Park Group: Stephan
Mealan, Waslam FRegion Flsharies
Board: Christina Lundy, Waslem
RAeglon Fisharies Board; Damien
Brennan, MNorih YWes!t Tourlsm;
Jama Coman, Crann; Michaala
Hirane, Easlem Raglon Fisharies
Board; Brandan O'Hea, Marina
Iinstitute; and Grainne O'Brien,
FAS,

The day was wany wortwhila and
thesa in attendance oxprossed
their pleasant surprisa & the keal
of consideration given 1o
arviranmantal Issues in faras]
managanmant,

Al ihe Stakehoidar Field Day on Envirorwnenfal Aspects of Foresi Management

in Augist wars ffoff lo right): Alsh Feelay, Male Park Conservation Group;
Jang Coman, Crann; Helena MoGorman, frish Landscape Instifute and Dubin
City Councd Christina Lundy, Wastem Region Fisheries Boand: Stephen
Nealan, Weslern Region Fisheres Board: and Michasln Kirrane, Easfem

Rogicn Fisharies Board
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International
Seed Federation
Conference -
Ireland 2003

The 2003 masting of the Tree and
Shrub Sead Growp of tha
Inlermalional Sead Fadaralion
{I5F) wes hosted by Colllta
Mursarias and was held in Carlow
froem Ansgust 28h o September
1si. Dalegates rom ower 20
counitries including Canada,
China, Russia, the Czach
Repubiic, Poland, LESA and most
European Unicn countries
aliended this year's maaling.
Most mambers: arrived on
Thursday 28ih Augusiioa
cockiall reception in the Saven
Oaks Hotal. The Annual Ganaral
Masating of the group was hald on
Friday Augusl 29th and fho
Chalrparsan, Mr Arle Boave from
Helland, officially opened the
confarence, Mew members from
Belgium and LSA wena webcomad
1o the maating.

Tha probiems that had arisaen with
the implemantation of the new EL
Directive 15851 05EC wora o
main focus of the meating. This
Directive covers all EL) counirias
and applias 1o ihe production and
marketing of species ihal are
impartant for & ranga of forestry
purpases including the production
of wood., It Is primarlly concamed
wilh ensuring that seed, cutlings,
and young planis used for forestny
purposes &re selecled from
viggotoass high quaSty lreas,
Spectes that are impaodtani for
losasiny in lraland are now
inciudad in this Directiva such as
ash, alder, birch, syeamars,
chamy and lodgep=ale ping,

Thoro was goneral agreamen
hat thesa difficulies were largsaly
due fo the differant sysiems that
wiare being adoptad by tha
varous counirias lor fonwanding
tha required information and in
paricutar thi maglar carilicala
nembar. Standard masbes
cartilicale numbars which could
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A visit to a LIFE
Site

Coilte Contacl recendly pald a visit to
Emilaghdauros, one ol thi sites
sebictod for resioralion under tha EU
LIFE-Nature Programme (see Spring
2003 adition for mara detalls on the
LIFE prodect).

Emiaghdauroe 5 situaled in arguably
the mosl scanic pan of Connemara.,
the 12 Bens. Spacilically, if is located
at the foot of Ben Glenisky, on the
main Galway o Clifdan Road, and
owerkoaking the world lamous
Rowndsiona Bog, Tha sdia, while nol
located within a SAC, is surroundsad by
=AC, In addition, | s considarad 1o ba
a highly sensitive area from a visual
point-od-view. Al thasa faclars
resuited in this sile being salactad lor
resioration under the LIFE-Nalure
Programimi.

Water-lovel gauges have been
irstatied across (e sl

The slta in guestion ks just cver 50
hectares in size, almest BO% ol which
Is planted. The predominan species
s lodgepola pine, alihcaigh there are
small pockels of Sitka spruce located
throughoul the plenisfion, Al frass
wora plantad in 19786,

Approximalely two years ago, an
ecciogical survay was conducied al
Emlaghdawroe as par of the
application process for LIFE-Nature
funding. The survey showed that whils
o pianted area had low ecological
walue, the unplanted area had high
ecological value and was considered
1o be & good example ol montane
haath habitat, which is a relativaly rare
habitat in Ireland. Basad on the
resulls of this survey, a series of
nature consenvation objeciives ware
farmutated and & work programme

Water quelly is being monfionas
downstream of the sie using an
Bulasamplar

identified. The work programme varies
among all 14 sites In the LIFE Project.
One of the aims of tha LIFE Nature
Programma i to encourage the use of
diffgrant restoration Ireatments &
different sites where possitie, so that a
strong alement of leaming |s
incorporatad into the ecological warlk,
end thal over ime, the best possible
ecological mesloration methads can be
developed for specific habitats.

Tho work progrmme al Emiaghdauros
Includes:
® claariell of all timber
® removal of mosi imber from site
® chipping of some of the remaining
timber and spreading of chips on
siim
® falling 1o waste of small portion of
fimbar on poarer parts of the sia
® blocking of drains ta returm bog 1o
nntural hydrological state using
recycied plastic piling
® monitoring water lsvals on slis
using specially designed gauges
& mondoring of water quality
downstream throughout duration of
project

# ongoing essessment of ground
vépidation to measura
efiectivenass of rsioration
measures above. Parl of this
process will examing levals of
natural reganeration of ladgepole
pine. A strategy may nead io ba
devaloped for thelr remaval i lavels
of nafural reganaralion are

significanl.

Work is wall underway on the project at
Emlaghdaurce. Timber removal began
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bni mild-April following the conatriction
of & forest road and the instaliation of
waler-level gauges. Soma falling to
waste has happened, but most of the
timber removed o date (aady June)
has boon dispalched to ECC In
Galway and SmartPly in Watarfond.
Al the ime of going to print, &
chipping machine was dua to arriva
sharily. A sophisticated waler
monltosing stafion (called an
Autosampler) was also installed
downstraam of tha site prior to any
operations commencing and water
quality has bean continuousty
moniioned since and will continue o
be on an ongoing basis, Drain
blocking s due to commence at the
end of Juna.

wmm“ﬁag
racycled plasiic piings

M s expectad that harvasting wil
take place over a 2-year perod.
Aigady, significant increasses in
walar levels have been obsarved In
the watardevel gauges as & resull of
tha timbes removed from the sie o
date, Further Increases in walsr
levels are expected as clearfaliing
progresses and drains are blocked,
which will in tum encourage [ha
retum of flora commaon (o wat
blankat bog habilals.

This prajec is one of the most
exciting ones thai Coillls has
engapged in to date, and it is great in
800 some langitle progress on the
groand. [t will certalnly be ovary
exciting fo sea the resulls of fulune
ground vegelalion surveys as the
bog redumms to s natural siate.
Coillte Contact will keep readars up-
lo-date on progress on the LIFE
Prajact over coming Issues.

Biirin Delaney

Johin J, Kelly

Kevin Donnellan




Stakeholder Field
Day a success

Coillte’s fArst stakeholder feld day los
2003 look place on June d4th, and
was wall attendad by varous
siakgholdars, The first of ihese days
laok place in association with tha
Europesn Groan Days inlilative as
par of Green Week 2003, an
inftlative run by Environment DG of
ihe Europenan Comméssion.

The day began with a visl to Balleak
Wotdiands naar Ballina In Co,
Maya, Much work has been
conductad recamly in this wood
thanks io the Neéghbaurwood
Schema, which ks a projact that |s
sponsoned by 1he Fores! Servica of
the Depariment of Communications,
Maring and Matural Resourcas, in
partnenship wilh Colllie and the kacal
eadmimLInily group, the Bellsak
Weedland Enhancement Commiftes,
This 78-hectare woodland of Balleak
Is bocated on the oulskins of Ballina
fown in County Mayo. Because of
the proximity of this weodland |o the
Eonvm, It has been usad as a
recrealionsl rsource by the local
community lor many yeans. Over
tima, howeevar, Ehis woodiand
became neglected, through the over-
use of the park and tha lack ol
funding o mainiain this amanity
resourca 1o its ongnal standard. In
18089, Codlla approached tha
reskdents of Befleak and Faranoo
with & propoasl o astablizh a
community-basad appreach o
managing this resouncs inta tha
futwra. Whal once was primargy a
praduction forest is new being
transformed inbo & sustainable
recrealional resaurce through the
conceriad effor of bolh Colllle and
{he local commimity. Jolnt
managemant plens for Balieek have
baen devaloped, and funding has
baan secured (o conduet he work
outlined in the plan, Snes lhan,
mare than 22,000 treas of 14
diftaramt pacias have baen boan
planiad, awer S0% of which ware
broadiaaves. Thres lomest avenuas,
fiva sione walks, a lima-kiin, and a
number of slone bridges have
alfeady been resiored. The plenic
area by the rivar Moy has bean ro-
craaled and all lumilure and slgnage
has baan raplaced. In additien, &

The Ficric area by ihe rver Moy has now been fully resionnd

manumani o the arginal landlords
ol Ballak Estate has baan fully
restored. Fulure plans includs
upgrading of athar walks, and
rastoralion of oiher bulldings and
mCLmsenS o the astate. |n
eddition, conifers that will ba felled
In e Tulure will be replaced by
broadiasws.

In the aRamaon, the grolp
iravelled to Eskaragh blankat bog
to hear background, actions and
evants plannad lor the EU-undad
Lifa-Mature Blankat Bog
Resioration project which is
currenily being progressed by
Colitia i 14 sites throughoul the
company, Ralsad bogs and
blankat bogs are prioriy
restoration habllats for Caillte, as
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they are isied as prionty habitals for
consanation undar the EU Habiials
Dérective, In 2001, Coillte lodged an
application lor EU funding undar ha
LIFE-Natum Programma, 1o
Implement paaliand restoration work
on blankat bog habitats on Coillte's
fand. in 2002, approval was ghwen 1o
resiora 1,212 heclares of blanket bog
on 14 sies, locaked mostly in Go,
Mayo, These sites have baan
impacied by aNorestalion, drainage
arvdior grazing and lia wilthin, or
adiacent o proposed Speclal Armas
af Consanation,

Two maors field days will be organisad
In 2003 and Coillte Contact hopa to
bring you repors on thess days.

Patricla Flanngan




Eurosite Agenda Page | of 2

Mature Events / Evénements Nature GREEN pavs
G E5 s

Simple search | Complex search | Add an lﬁﬁkﬁJ
gvent | Gulde: FR UK T

Country f Pays: I"tn!i"i'i'i'fﬂl‘ﬂ { Tous les pays ;_-_l

Themes / Thémes: |All themes / Tous les thémes =]

Categery / Categore: |All categories / Toutes les catégories «]

After / aprés: [01 =]|01 =][2003 +] and before / et avant: [31 =1[12 =][2003 =]

Including the waord/ Incluant fe mot; ]

Matching event(s) / Evénements correspondants : (1-9) parmi 9

St John's Wood -a guided walk St John's Wood , Lough
Ree, County Roscommon ,  Date: 317052003
Ireland {IRL)

Sortles de terrain / Walks - Green Days / Contact:

Green Days podonnell@duchas.ie

‘NATURESCAPES' The Pumphouse, Wexford

Wildfowd Reserve, Noth Diate: 31/05/2003
Slob, Wexford (IRL)

Expaosition / Exhibit - Green Days / Grean Days Contact: cwilson®duchas.le

Civic Officas Water Conservation project
a guhlln "-‘-rtﬁ':'l_fﬂ""d' EVe  pate: 03/06/2003

Exposition / Exhibit - Green Days / Green Days —ontact:

Boa walk Gannivegil Bog (IRL) Date: 04/06/2003
Sorties de terrain / Walks = Green Days / Contact:

Green Days emageefduchas, is

Green Day Event Co. Mayo (IRL) Date: 04/06/2003
Education / Educational event - Green Days/ Contact: Caroline White at

Green Days DO3S3TI62663

Seashore Walk Maghery, Dungloe (IRL)  Date: D5/06/2003
Sorties de terrain / Walks - Green Days / Contact:

Green Doys emagee@duchas. ie

Seashore Walk ﬁ;& Strand, the Rosses Date: D6/06/2003
Sorties de terrain / Walks - Green Days / Contact;

Green Days gmageaidychas.|e

Corlea Bog Centre / Display Corlea Bog Centre (IRL) Date: 07/06/2003
Exposition / Exhibit - Green Days / Green Days Contact: smoles@eslga. s

MNature Walk tgtr:: EI'_EIIEE]IIE and Derragh Date: 08/06/2003

Sorties de terrain / Walks - Green Days / Contact: smoles@ealge. e

httn:/fwww. eurosite-nature. ore/bin/agenda’r.phn M= &nave=R T &theme=%7% &oatass O306/2003
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Estate Management

I 2003, a new code of practice for lorest inventory was
fully implemented. This code will improve elfidendy and
consistency in the measurement and collection ol farest
dalz and enhance dala quality and InMegrity.

Duting the year, Caillle inalised a species stiategy for the
il Bocest rotalion, This stralegy, which complses with Forest
Stewandship Coancil (F5C) and ather forest manasgement
standard requiremenis, identified the use of impeoved Sitka
speuce of Washinglon and Oregon provenances a3 3 key
element in prolecting and improving the productivity of the
eslate. The strategy also sels put measuies 1o merease the
area of broadieaved [orests to 10% ol Codlles estate.

2003 was one ol the worst years on record Tor Forest fires,
willi & 1018l of 420 hectares of foresls buned, Colllle also
inilisted a carnpaign with local authorities to combal illegal
dumging in is forests

& review of procedutes Tor the adminisiration of game

and dier shoaling letlings was iniliated. A dralt plan was
developed lof ihe managemeni ol 2reas whare red qrouse
hunting s permitied. Coillie also niliated work on a policy
lar the sale use al fireanms on (b5 estale, in consultation
wiih the Mational Parks and Wildlile Service, ihe Deer
Alliarie, An Garda Stochiing, and the Ay,

Forest Certification

Caillte’s karests have been cestilied as being well managed
i pienidance wilh stile] endionmental, social and economic
cribenia, by the intermstionally 1ecognised FSC singe May 2000

14 Coslee Anrwial Bepait & Arcoainds J0403

if 2003 e Group retainad P50 cetilication, following

the annuad surveillance auwdit i April, The implementation
ol strategies 1o address conditions identilied by the audios
comlinues 1o be a priodity bor (he Group,

Recrealtion

Coillle provides leisuse and recreation benefits te local
cormminitics and visitors through s Cpen Feres! Folicy.
Coillte oflers free pedestrian access to all foresls; 11 dedicated
loeest parks: over 150 recrealion aeas with lacilities such as
v parking and pitnic sites; access routes to many walend
areas: and WD sculpiure trails, 19 way-marked moubes ko
{raverse Codlite land. In 2003, Colllle initialed a detailed review
of its recreation policy, the fést stage of which involved wide-
scale consullation with user groups, toufism inleresis, local
autharities, stabutary bodies and other siabeholdess. This
review will be compleled duing 2004,

EU LIFE=Mature Projecls

In 2002, Collle secured suppon fioem the ELL under The
LIFé-Matwe programme, for 8 fouryear project entitled
Restaring Achive Blonks! Bogs i relond. in 2003, resiciation
work began on 12 blankel bogs facated mainly in he weslem
counties, Work varled amang siet and inchaded Felling of
limbes, blocking of draing, moniloring of water quality and
erolpgical suveys.

Furthier applications far funding were submilled to the
EU-LIFE Mature Programimie during 2003 lor projeis invalving
the consenvalion and enhancement of raised bogs and allyvial
wioodlands
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Nursery Indusiry and the extreme difficulties it currently faces
due o proposed cul backs in grant aided planting. The
industry has been producing some 67 million plants on an
annual basis and employs up to 500 people at peak times of the
year. It has already experienced falls in sales to grant aided
planting of almaost 30% over the last two years. If the proposed
afforestation programme of 2,000 hectares for 2003/04
becomes reality then it will signal the virtual end of the forest
nursery industry - particularly of the privale sector - it was
intpossible for an industry to be expected to opernte in &
commercial fashion with o “stop-go™ approach to planning
when a three to four year lead-in was required for plant
production planning.

Pat Donnellan, local Nursery Manager, then led the group
through the plant production process. The entire life cycle for
seed sowing to seedling production, transplanting and then
fimally lifting and grading for sale was explained, The
importance of traceability from seed source to final product
was highlighted, as was the importance of plant yield o
production costs. Details were given of various ressarch
programmes currently underway to bath improve plant quality
and make plant production more environmentally sustninable.
De. David Thompsen informed the group of the obvious
benefits of tree improvement programmes - particolarly that
for Sitka spruce. He highlighted the significant differences
between potentinl production and tree quality for various
provenances of Sitka spruce. The potential economic benefils
were so great that Coillte was making a policy decision to plant
far greater proportions of Washington and Oregon provenances
in the future. A subsisntinl proportion of this would be of
improved sources, leading lo greater productivity and better
tirmbeer quality,

Continuous Professional Development

{CPD) Programme

Members are reminded to submit attendance sheets to the
Sligo office for any CPD events they may have attended.
Attendance sheets are available from the Society website
www.socielyofinshforesters.ie or from the office.

Coilite Blanket Bog Restoration Project

In 2002 Coillte embarked on an important blanket bog
restoration project. This project is jointly funded by Coillte
and DG-Environment under the EU LIFE-Nature Programme.
It is & four-year project, the primary pim of which is 1o achieve
restoration of blanket bog habitat within 1,212 bectares of land
owned by Coillte. Active blanket bog is listed as a priority
habiial for conservation in Annex | of the E.U, Hobitais
Directive and the oreas concerned either e within or occur
adjacent to proposed Special Areas of Conservation. A todal of
|4 blanket bog sites, most of which are located along the
western seaboand of Ireland, hove been selected for restoration.

Many of the sites within the project contain significant areas of
blunket bog vegetation which eccur either in unplanted oreas
or kn areas where trees have been planted but have not achieved
aclosed-canopy. The main plant species (o grow in these arens
of blanket bog habitat are generally purple moor-grass
{Mofinia caerulea), ling heather (Calluna vilgaris), cross-
leaved heather [Erica refralix), bog-cotton (Eriophorum
angustifelivm) and various Sphagnum mosses. A number of

HRISH FORESTER

the sites included in the project contatn substantial tracts of
unplonted, open blanket bog which have suffered from
erosion recently. This erosion has lead (o the presence of
large areas of bare pest and the remaining sparse bog
vegedation is generally degraded to a species-poor grass heath
dominnied by mat grass (Mardus siricea).  Significant
portions of these arcas will be fenced off from grazing
animals in order to aid the recovery of the bog vegetation and
thus enhance peat stability,

Any active drains within the site areas will be dommed, by
hand, using interlocking plastic piling dams. This blocking
of the main drains will bave the effect of slowing water
mevement and thus reducing water Ioss. This reduction in
the rate of water loss will, in turn, kead to an elevation of
water levels in the surrounding blanket bog areas. The
dumming of drains will be carried out to varying extents at all
sites and the changes in water levels within the peat will be
assessed using a number of Water Level Range Ganges
(WaLRaGs). If ablanket bog surface is dry it may be prone
lo colonisation from conifers seeding in from adjacent arens
of plantaticn. In such areas there is generally a low density of
trees present and, as a resull, these trees can be removed by
manual felling. Al most of the sites there are areas of conifer
plantation which are small in stature either due to their young
age or due (o poor growth rates. As o result of the trees in
these areas not having achieved a closed canopy, there is
usually a high cover of bog vegetation, mostly dominated by
either purple moor-grass or ling heather. The trees in these
areas will be either felled and left on site or felled and
chipped. Where possible, the trunks of these felled/chipped
trees will be placed in the drains in order to impede water
movement, The prospects for the recovery of bog vegetation
in these areas are good. In some aress which are currently
under closed canopy of imll conifers the timber will be
extracted by commercial horvesting methods, Trees will be
remaoved and afterwards the ground surface will bs covered
with a mixture of wide brash mats and areas with a patchy
cover af brash lefi over after harvesting. As there is genemily
little bog vegetation remaining in these areas it ts anticipated
that recovery of bog vegetation will be slow, especially in the
short term.

Work is underway on many of the sites and includes timber
harvesting, water quality monitoring, vegetation monitoring,
installation of water level gouges, removal of naturally
regeneraled conifers and the blocking of drains wsing
recycled plastic piling. The efficacy of these various
restoration measures will be mondtored over the lifetime of
the project. Vegetation changes will be monitored by means
aof permanent plots which will be assessed ot regular intervals.
The quality and quantity of water in strenms which flow out
of felled areas is also being monitored al a number of
locations,

For more informntion visit the project website at

www.irishbogrestomtionproject fe.

e —a—— 1

There are sl a number of members who have nol paid

thair 2003 subs, and a lesser number who have nol paid

for both 2002 & 2003 - these accounts must be seitled
immediataly with the Sociely office.
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With Tigercat's new long-reach ER telescopic boom
system, the LH830 can cover a lot of ground while
standing still,
A purpose-buill harvester, the LHB30 offers premium
quality construction, field-proven hydraulics,
unmatched service access and the best operator's
station in the industry.

Call o Pty Svup o 408 disccier o

alater thraughoul. Tigercal's tough, high production, purpose-built

2 track harvesters can lower your cost per ton.
I'HE FORESTRY SHOP

Unit & Station Road, Bimam, NE Dunkeld, : _
Perthsire, Scotland, PHR DDS Drivin g Productivit "‘I||II

* Tel: G044 1350 728612

= Fax: D044 1350 728617 -

= Email: salestalorestryshop.co.ak

Enniscorihy, Co. Wefond, Ireland

= Tel: 054 38966 Tough = Reliable * Productive

* Fax: 0ha IBOGT

= Ermail: I'hl]ll:l"!!-‘ir'.'!llﬂpl'"JEirE[Ir‘Il_ﬂl!'l E il Eormme ks en i goroal cisnm IFibatiiniik v ligoscat.com

Tol: (88} d42-1000
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UK Foresiry
Commission visit
Abbeyleix

Thirteen UK Forestry Commisshon
Researchers anfved in kneland on
Tuwesday Nov. 4th and travelled to
Abbaylalx Manor lo commancs Hhekr
Annual two-day mealing. Thaé
reasgn (or coming o kaland was o

gat eway togather and seé something

of what othess were doing.

Thesa research stall are based
throughoul England, Scofland,
Wales, and Norham Ireland, and
coma logether as & group onoe &
year. Tha gioup ks miked in larms of
the fields of inlamsl fhal thay
raprasend. On Wednasday Sth, they
ware [olned by a Collte sial, for an
indoos prasendation followed by a
fiald trip to the Bliove Blsoms. Tha
preseniations ware made by John
Prior, John Lyons and Michaal
Keane. John Prior géve an ovandemy
of Coille and the Déstrict that they
mmahnut‘lnﬂlﬂ.mgeipl
preseniation an the LI ‘rofecl
Michia! Keana gave & presentation
on tha astablishmanl process,

mare information on this project),
feliowed by A presentation on tha
eurreni Reseanch and Daevalopmeant
wark i the Hervesting and Haulage

Local Déstrict slafl helped out in tha
aftemoon on the fald wsits, which
included visits to:

: o matore Stk
impressive stand of malure
Spruce in the Shove Blooms.
Linforfunately the weaihar was nol
8o kind, but nevariheless our

visHors seemed 1o enjoy thair
plenic lunch in the forest, The
main topic for discussion hare was
Continuous Forest Covar, Collfla's
progress was presantad by
Pedralg O'Tuwama. Pal O Brien
also gawe some background
Infarmation on Glandina,

& Tha LIFE Project site in the Sleva
Blooms, whiare tha nawly-
construchad and vary impressive
board walk allowed our visfors o
sea the meiheds of drain blocking
that forms part of the project work.
This siop was hosted by Richard
Jack, wha mixed facts with soma

U LIFL.MATURE By &
BOE MESE BN rmrlllﬂ ;
Y By e Ew LR

Aassarchors from the L Forsstry Commission and Cailte St admiving the -
new boand walk al the LIFE Project Sits in the Sheve Blooms

local folkone, which tha visitors
anjoyed, and

@ An esieblishment sie near
Clonrslea village, which was led
by Michasi Keana and by
Diarmuld O'Hiordan. An
inferesfing debate ook place on
sile as o lha lechniquas in use
and altemativas In use i tha LIK,

The group finally ratened 16 tha
motel for a closing session, Coln
Saunders spoka of tha helcopar
extraction project canmsd oul in
Scolland, Thera wits vafous
interesting pieces of nformation
exchanged hroughoul the day, such
as tha riddio bucket' thal they use
ion axcavalars and increasas
prodhectivity on paricular sites. One

of Thelr harvesting studies showed
thi banaficial efiecis on maching
floglation in peatiands of cutling
trea tops Inlo shorder sechions
rather than deopping tham in ong
pigce. This also hes advantapes
when preparing siles for
relorestation. In the area o
Continuaus Foresi Cover thare
wis quite an interes! on both Sides
in whai was happaning since {hij
nrad is quile new bo all concarmisd,

The group wena happy with thals
experiences and axchanges dusring
thair visil. Thanks again o fose
who helpad oul at shord notice on
the day.

John Lyons

Board of Directors walk the boardwalk

Coillte’s Bornd ol Directors wara
iha firsl visilors o the new Bianke
Bog Restoration boardwalk and
damonstration sfig in the Sleva
Blooms as part ol the Ociobar
Board Meeling.

Coillte recently bulll its firt
boandwalk, &l tha LIFE-Nelura.

demonsiration sile al Glending,
near Cionasias in the Slleve
Bioom Mounteins! This is tha lirst
of five boardwalks to be bull ower
the duration of the progect. Tha
pumpeses of the demonsiration sites
will ba ko Increasa public
ewareness of tha LIFE Malura
Projict and iis banafs, Tha

Mambers of the ﬂnﬂaﬂmm'mmm mnﬂﬂymrhnmﬁum‘ Hulrat
Glendineg
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boandwalk, which was bulll by Colllita
local stalt Jimmy Conroy and Paddy
Blaka using local untreabed larch
limber, will facilitate visitor acoess
without having any negalive impact
on ihe sansifive Blankst Bog habitel
A pariicular focis i o ancourage
local eormmunities to banalil lram the
project by vislling and enjoying the
bogs, their planis and wildiife,

Inderpredation panels akso
surmimarising ihe LIFE project
generally and particulary the waork
carried out an the demonsiration sie,
will be erected {or vislor informaticn,

It iz plannad o have many open days
ai tha sila, feaburing guidoed walks,
and targeling mainty school children
and othar interasled stakehoiders.
Participants will leam about tha
objectivas, actions and axpocted
results of the LIFE projoct, and wil
recalva & project iInformation pack.

Furthar boardwalks will be bullt over
this naxt year on demanstration sitea
at Dromalonhu n Kemy,
Emiaghdauroa naar Clifidan,
Eskaragh naar Crossmolina and
Croaghonagh in Donegal.

Johin Snall
Kevin Donnallan

National Ploughing
Championships 2003
a success

The Nalignal Ploughing Champlon-
ships lor 2003 wara haid in
BaSinabrackey in Co. Meath. Despile
tha cultbacks which hit the forestry
socior this yoear, the Indusiry was wel
roprasanted with the Forest Sarvica,
iGraan Ball and the Independant
Foresiry Condractors all present.

Caoilite was once again the maost
popuiar of the lenesiry stands with a
s BVary maming for the frea
gsaplings. Demand for tha (rees was
80 strong that by the lasd day we had
1o zeak asaisimnes from all slall on
the siand to controd 1hi Crowds!

Codite’s stand was impressive wiih
O3B flooning and wall-lo-wall images.
The stand was also landscaped using
produsts from Dundium sawmils,
such a8 lancing, geles and fursilin,
Tha interest in our wariows businesses
was vary good, Including lols of
enguiras from landowners abaul Farm
Parinaesships and Privats Planting and
the new Forestry Mansgarmesn|

Schame. Thés indicated that the
culbacks had nod discouraged
landownars from considaring lorestry
&g an oplian, which is good news for
the indusiny.

Pubitc Relations Division would ke fo
sincaraly thank all thase involived,
espacially Angela Wallaca, Matt Lecge
and Tory Colling who did fantastic
waork on the ground befoene, during and
afiar the event, We would also like o
thank all who warked on e stand over
tha lhree days.

Clodhna Parker

Michael Davoren discussing the new Farm Management Service af the

Praughing Championships
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REsTORING ACTIVE BLANKET BOG IN THE
SLIEVE BLoOM MOUNTAINS

colllce

The Forestry People

nature conservation project jodnily funded by Coillie and DG

~ Enviroament under the EU Life Naure Progrmmme, &
fexcusing on the restoration of a toal of 252 hectares on eight sites
owned by Coillie, within the candidate Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) in the Slieve Bloom mounains, Co. Laois
These sites are part of Coillte's overall plans to restore 1,212 ha of
blankel bog nationally, Other sites are located mainly along the
wesiem seaboarnd.

Consultation has isken place ond agreement has been reached with
the Mationsl Parks and Wikdlife Service on the work which is
planned for the Slieve Bloom Mountains,. This work forms part of
the draft management plan for the area. The upland blankst bog af
the Sheve Blooms is considered to be one of the best and Jeast
disturbed mounisin blanket pesi systems 0 the country, The
vegetation consists of a desp, spengy mal of Sphaguum
capillifolium, Hypaum juttandicum, and Hehens. Higher plant
Mo is domwinated by ling heather (Caflina wilgaris), crowberry
{ Emtpetrum rigrum), bilberry (Macciminm srertiilis) and deer sedge
{Trichophormn cespitoman). An unusaal feature is the abundance
of cranbemry (Veccimiem oxycoccos) and bog rodamary
{Andromeds podifnlia),

The main impact of afforesiation on the upland habilats is the
regenemtion of Sitkn spruce and lodgepole pine onto intact bog
and heoth from sdjacent foresiry plontations. Soeme dminage work
hias also lowered the nntural water level of these begs, This project
on the Sheve Bloom mountaing focuses on removal of
regenersting conifers from the bog and drain blocking to rewed the
bog which will lead to restoring the wetland ecology.

A boardwalk has been constructed st Glendine, near Clonaslees,
Glendine has been designated 05 n demonstration site which will
be the focus of o public awareness programme during the project.
The boardwalk which was buill by local Cosllie siafl, Jimmy
Comroy and Paddy Blake, using unireated larch timber, will
facilise visitor nocess withoul hoving any negative impact on the
Blanket Bog habitat. A panticular focus is (o encournge local
commumities to benefil from te projeet by visiting aml enjoying
the bags, their plams and wildiife. Inlerpretation panels with
information on fMora, funa and also summarising the work carried
oul on the project, will be erected for visiiors also. It is planned 1o
have open days, featuring guided walks over the duration of the
praject targeting mainly school children and other interested
stikehobders. Panbcipants will leam about the objestives, actions
and expected resubts of the LIFE project - and will receive a
project information pack.

A website giving details of the project nationally can be accessed
&l www. irishbogrestorationproject. ie.

For further information comoct:
Carnline White, Public Relations, Coillte, Cranmore Rd. Sligo
Telephane — 071162663 e-mnkl: caroline.white@coillie. =

Kevin Donnellan, Project Manoger, Coillie, Castle Avenue,
Portumna, Co. Galway. Telephone - (90/741683; e-mail:
Kevin.donmellan@coilhe.je

IrRELAND’S BEST KEPT SECRET

your breath sway.
Golden Grove

A veneralle azf, wizible from the N7
bevond Inane.

provide endless avenues of exploration.

e ull can enjoy the treasures

of Ireland’s best kept secret -
1.1 million acres of forest land, all
open io the public to enjoy. Coillte
has dedicated recreational arcas,
picnic aites, guided trails, even
children's playgrounds. Witness
wildlife in itz nowral hobiat,
discover an abunsdance of Mo and
fmuna, and scenery that wall take

Here in Roscrea Coille has these treasures on
our doorstep in the magical woodland of
Golden Grove. This open forest of beech and
Scot’s pine with some lorch on a limestone
hum are sexsonal delights ot any time of year. But in May, when the blucbells carpet the
ground the effect is exhilarating. Some vinage oaks and Monterey pine survive from the
former estate, known in medieval times as Knocknamease, the hill of the dishes.

Near Gloster lies another of Coillte’s public forests, Lough Roe, this time the lake adds
another dimension, And, of course, the valleys and wooded uplands of Slieve Bloom

TR i
T e R i

Beechwood in r:H-m Grove in May,
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. I taken are: coneral of oyer Bloatas.
m—nE w_ga enel Chil im___u_ﬂ.n , the re. B n.uu s .xﬂ% E:Hﬂh-rﬁﬂuﬂﬂh__uﬂ
| | maining 2% It is Collite whe presently ongoing - Coillte will  duys. "Wo will be foussing oo,

By Derek Fanning  ber will earry aut the ncrunl It ofT andl stop tho graz.  peci
Speaking ta the Midland ﬂhﬁ._ﬂ!gﬂh Hﬁwﬂﬁ:nﬂ,ﬁqﬂqﬂ Hﬂhﬁ_ﬂﬂ h_,_.___ﬁ-rhmn
nne

—-_m.__u.__,-_.h"._.,r u_.__..____P m._:n..ﬂ.m._H Tribune Mr ¥evin Donmellan Lendl, e R il
Mountaing is currently boing of Coillie commented tha illiz mre 1220 hoc. _?.u.-n sites; the fﬁﬂmﬂ.ﬁ of !Eﬂﬂnﬂ! EEE.
ol i planning work had com. ﬁrzﬁﬁ:&ﬁs:? enina o rowes theae areas (1his 1t wil e n four yeis posjoct
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e e G et e Mo e [l 0 ! L e 0
remored, undained bog can be - mpéc Duchas. All the areas ration is taking place nﬂJﬂ Iik i..:&!ﬁ % —_._-. Eﬁaﬂnﬁnﬁpﬁnrﬂiﬂuﬂ”
_”,H;En“n.ahﬁwﬂ?: colarly  concerned ore Specinl Areas of westcoast, The only two infangd | %8 0% W_E_EE; of Special o
u uTTmer, Conservation and Duehis | | locations are in County Clare &dﬁ., will also have & number .E,._ﬁn_m,H.EL.ﬂ-EEE.
The different sitesy thEl el e Would have fo be .ﬁﬂ_._u_.-_-nm and [a E.n.mEn.'.I.W..rnﬂﬂ._.F E._.E.f._.-ql.—g sitoy there Eﬂhnhn_r_ﬁnngﬂ.ﬂﬁ—._._hi g
restored  will _be nr before work began. | [ The mesaures o be under.  FSS vein e couniny) e potant habitay for comérg
. i the Slieve :

Cimrmuntawn; Glendineoregun; ~ 75% of the restosation funds
- Glenletter;  # being provided by ibe EU
Joheborotigh; Crumlis; Cum. 5
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By Derek Fanmning

e restcentian of a
arge scetion of the Slleve
Floom mountains is very much
i step in the right direction,
sinee |91 this upland srca has
saen bilighted by nn economi-
sally driven process of offores-
ation. Civer the years lovers of
he hills watched helplessly and
n despair as heautiful visins
fisappeared behing o shvield of
sitka sprice.

Thiess fopests were planied 3o
femsely (had they were inimical
Lh.ﬂ.h binl & |:|.|'.|.r.|=|1 arl in-

d to man; irFing 1o p
Hrough the D‘!‘H"?'I fn ﬁv:m
uroid ExpEr cice.

It wns yel amather example of
filihy lucre winming out over
spirpitiadity, of the wrong path
peing taken instead of ihe righi
sme, | think tht now the Skieve
Blooms possess the highest
:-:rtrl:r:n:l.l'ql:lnﬂ of sgitkn spruce

kasitations in any upland area
i [reland.

Another source of criticism
wis that these samifers wenen'

ineas, srown with delight-
Hﬁw:n in'Sprin I'h:n-d e-
pleta with bird song, The sitka
spruce woodland is iy
and devvaid of song or planth fe,
It i the dwelling place of ma-
I-i;;;;lnt Fpirits. ;

Now, in pragmatic terms,

Coillie Tecmnin (the Irsh For-

Board) i not gairg io wad-
denly level its comiler
anif replace them swill beeadbeal
treed. Tho former are muoch
meare eeonombcally vishls tham
il lmiter. Ard oo & cermuin ex-
ient one can ceitaindy empathiss
with Caillie on this,

Al present what the hill lover
i moik r:uli:ll:il;.u“'_"r'lqt;ﬂ-:. far-
warl to is imbinlives covefing
relatively small nreps. Coillie's
currend progect i reshore Secs
flons o ket bog is one such
Irin bt v

According to Caroline White
af Caithes *The peatlands ol ike
Wesd af [reland are internation-
olly amomg the most importani
intnel areas of active blankel

sven Indigencus to ihe region, bngh_ﬁwnd in Exirops.

The broadbeul troe wak the mali- “Hirta 1997 ap ximalaly
ral pnisabilnt oF whis delighnfid 135039 heciares ol aciive blan-
upland swelling straddling the * lodt hﬁ:ﬂd becen propased as
border of Laohs and Offaly. A candidabe Spesinl Adeds o Con-

ok -.n.n.:..]h.g]u::nfllglltmh:l servatlon (SAC) wjuler the

- ” I.'I' el rr iq,'.:r Sl'n'-r muneraies fooking fowards And Erin,

Shieve Bloom Restoratior

Haldiars Directivie. These pro-
SAC blasket bog sites ore
oeaeed maindy in the Atlantic
Szaboand countiés of Ireland,
:ﬁ}:ﬁhlly County Mayo."
5 White that the
praject is nimxing of bogland res-
tomtion on 14, unplanted, or
partinlly or wholly afforesied
sites covering 12123 heclames
within candidate 3ACs, She
said that Coillie in accordance
with the pa of sustain-
nble forest management, hod
Mvidl:'l:l{ih ednle o Em'imlrl-
rmeninl {ifess mandgemen! units
b pro is on land

“The project nrea is on I
i e FMU. Specla cmpho:
i sEven 5, i
53 willl ba placed nnlil.;Tlﬁltlw
Morth, Mays Forest' Mannge-
irvent Linit, where the full mage
af blarkel bag types oceur from
lowland = mauniain blaskef
bog (invelving sensitive river
caichaments),

*“In other FMUs the sites are
representative af afforested
pentlamds around the country,
Five of these sited have been
selected a8 project demonsim-
thon sites, &nd will be the
fesczts of o public pwareness pro-

avar a four year

ne of 1hese demonsiration
sites will be in the Slieve
Bldora, The blda hare will he
e Bave open days sl schooel

Vol.125 No. 12 Tel: Birr (0508)

daya, We will ke focussing -
pecinlly on children and
sinkeholden - |2, anyone with
unl;:ir:u in fur aperntion, eg.
n commaTRIity greeap.”
Mz White ndded that in the
ihe blanket boglands of Ire-
and were oxtensavely affor-
esled, with unfenced open ar-
eas ofien heawily overgruzed,
“This has resdlied i ithe .
dation astd drying oal af the
hahiiae, Thisss thedars are the
focus of thls praject. The peokb-
lema, which need 1o be ad-

, I
* Uncontrolled nreas on e
apen hogs  hove been

o Hd.d =

® Emﬂy mins on (b open
bogs have lowered the mafismi
waber levels,

* Afforestation, including
dmimage, has reduced ibe orea
af blanket bog.

* Forest planiationsore ﬂim
ﬂrll]l'l’. onte the apen bog
SACs

She said that this progect will
reverig thess processes @n

aver time will eresté a high
qu.llli’:y nrea of nctive blanket

'3
* Fencing to gain control of

TI18.6 bectares of open Br-
4L e

* Ditch locking bo restons the
Enegriiy af the Daj hydrobogd-
cal sy#eed.

r

This tast paint
growth of small eanje
cent o plantations, Shis
hdcreen over from the g
and nfforestadion st
o COver more i
oniginally plen

.ni.l::nrdin

E:ﬁitll eyl
it danids
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.Cr;:'il]f.é“érings'
“LIFE” to the
Bogs

Coliine, the Irish Forestry Board bave recesily
undertaken a major bog restoration peoject o restore
14 boglamd sitea, some of which are located in

These bogs are intermatbonally renowned o be
amoag the mosl Important [stacl ansas of sclive
bisnket bog fousl In Europe.

Twe of the sites a1 Croaghonagh are bocabed in the
Barneamore andl Carrick Barr which Bes just wesi
of Lough Gola

These sites are being manaped by Mr Alden
O'Donnell, kecal Collile Estaie !

The project, which is jolstly handed by Coilllle and

Eﬂl-ﬁl TEL: BALLYSHANMNOMN 072-51201

OG-Eneiromment  onder  the B Lie-Rature
Programme, abms 1o reslere (be 14 bogland sites
which are curmeatly either umplanbed, partially
planted or whaolly allorested. Thess sées, which
cover ower 1300 heciares within candidale Special
Areas ol Conservation (SACE), have been serlmmly
damaped dwe (0 problems sech @ overgrazing ancd
reduced] waler lEveld.

The alm ol this project |8 o reverse (hese problems,
and over time, 1o create g high quality area of petive
blanket bog By lencing 10 prevent grazimg, ditch-
hincking o lncrease waler levels, restoration ol the
remaining areas 1o enlarge the area ol blankel bog
sad removal ol naturally regeneralisg trees from the

open boga.
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SligoWeekender, July 15, 2003

News |

Newshriefs

Coillte aims to brin
‘life’ back to hog
at Ox Mountains

SLIGO: A COILLTE prosect is focusi
its nttentlon on restoring a bog
County Stign. !

S b o
er, Mactin, Ruano,

5 of the .
Wide campalin to restore 14 bopgs, me
of which are tod in the west ar
Ireland.

the Irish try Board, will
Euiuu.ﬂ-mhun:- X
gm:ﬁmﬁc faln ba
:.::l;':qﬁml-tyrm:nwnzdhhl‘m
Amapg
L impartant briact oress of
fmﬂmmﬁmﬂm -

~ The project 15 § funded by te

waler levels
“The alm of this s ta roverse
thess problesns, time we want fo
Blanket Bs Ly area o active
ing, and ditch-blacking o Ium*mnml

mestoration project is ooe of
tives Codllte bs currently
wndertaking as part of s Mature
Conservathon Programme which was
Enitinted In 1988
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Coillte brings
life to the hog

COILLTE, the Irish
Forestry  Board, have
recenlly  endertaken o
major  bog  restoration
project, to restore |4
bogland sites, most of
which are located in the
West of Irelond. These
bogs are  intermaticn-
ally scknowledge to be
nmopg the mosl impor-
tant intact areas of active
blonket bog found in
Europe. One such site is
Pollagoonn Bog, & small
blanket bog, situsted at
un altitude of 153m, in &
shallow saddle on gently
sloping terrain within the
Slieve Aughty uplands in
Clare, This site is being
managed by local Coille
estale manager, Michae]
-

winich s
jointly funded by Coillle
and DO-Enviroament ander
the EU. Life-Mature Pro-
prummne, ams {0 restore: the
14 bogland sites which are

currendly either omplanted,
partinlly planted ar whally

afforested.  Thess  sies,
which cover cwer 1200
beciares  within  condidage
Specinl Aress of Conserva-

initinted in 1598 Collhe s
commitied o the susmin-
able manspement af s
fomests. demonttrsied by
tse achievemenl of Forest
Stewnrdship Conel certi-
ficatbon in 7001,

Aer Rianta’s imminent break up will mark
4 watershed for the internat

® See pages 17, 19, 20 and 21

wuwnr.clarechampion.ie
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THE LONGFORD LEADER, Friday 19th December, 2003
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